Ttafcqy duties thrust into Iran 


ANKAR A (R) — Turiceyctakd press reports' oo Friday that its 
oo^andos aind special police forces crossed into Iran to chase separatist 
Rnr ” wy kffied sewn rehfiess, Ih Tehran, the Foreign MmSrtiy 
EK'. 1 adJrtey'j ambassador aa Thursday nigh t to explain what it said 
w^remvifa^the'X^id^Defeacehfinto^BarfaBEki^ttolraniaa 
porter guards joined die rebels in openiag fire oq fheTurirish troops. “It 
Boot tree. We di^ it,” Foreign 

"fc report in the daily M3%et on Friday. It said Turkish commandos 
h ? spcaal poficc teams advanced IS kfiometrea inside Inn m porsmt of 
"J*{* of the outlawed Kmt&h Workers Party (PKK). MOfiyet did not say 
J™* operation took place or whether security forces were still inside 

» no truth to it We lagged when we read the report of the 
“*™rton, a senior mflftaiy official in Ankara toH Reuters. Seven 
T nmah sok ficre were ldBed in a PKK attack on a mfitauy post near 
~” a °p aar vfltoge m flakkari province bordering on Iran by PKK 
grertoMOO Sept. 10. Tbrkey said the rebels had fled mto Iran and asked 
Tehran to catch them and fowl them bade. . 


Crown Prince heads for London 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
left A mman Friday for London on a several-day working visit to 
the United Kingdom. Prince Hassan was seen oft at the airport by 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince Abdullah Ben A1 Hussein, Prince 
Faisal Ben A1 Hussein and Princess Rahma Bint A1 Hassan. Also 
present at the airport were Prime Minister Taber Masri, Royal 
Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’d Ben Zeid, the King’s private advisor, senior Jordanian 
officials and the British ambassador in Amman. 
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in balance 


;: 5 : DAMASCUS (Agencies)— U.S. 
,7;-*- Secretary of State James Baker 
1: headed _ borne from the Middle 
1 East Friday leaving prospects for 
I,1: j; . «n Arab-Israeli peace conference 
still Kanping fn dw'balance. 

Palestinians kept hopes sfive 
by (tariffing at the last moment to 
send a leading West Bank 
academic, Hanan Ashrawi, to 
OVfif meet Mr. Baker in Amman. 

- But Dr. Ashrawi (fid not get 
f*wb&t Palestine Liberation Orga-' 

-.j, .. .. ' trisation (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
S Arafat told her to ask for. A U.S. 

^ commitment to Palestinian sdf- 
, '''■ determination. 
i'_ 5] “There was some progress but 
. not sufficient progress," she told 
reporte r s. “We wfll have to work 
^ some 'more." 

T Palestinians are the key players 

who have not agreed to attend a 
conference, which Washington 
hopes to convene next month. 

Tire Palestine National Council 
‘ f (PNQ meets in Algiers Monday 
! -s to settle whether the PLO, which 
•*-: farad refuses to meet, should 
: allow figures from the 

‘ ‘v. West Bank and Am Strip to 
take part. 

Dr. Ashrawi also asked . Mr. 
Baker for assurances that Israel 
would stop Jewish settlement in 
; tire occupied territories and that 
Arabs from East Jerusalem could; 
be represented at a peace confer- 
'igCF ence. 

■ r;”- The Israeli gov ernm ent, which 
k has given only a conditional 
"promise to attend, is seething 
over suggestions that Washington 
may link economic rid to a halt in 
s . the settlements. 

.. v - President George Bush has 

threatened to veto $10 billion in 
- ■ housing loan guarantees for farad 

- . 7 if Congress passes them before 

- ."J January. Bat he ha* not spc^Sd 
. . v out a ffirect link with the seme- 

_' r . meats, which farad is pushing 
’. furiously ahead in spite of U.S_ 
opposition. ' : 

Syrian President Hafez Al 
_r ; Assad says tbesrc would “be ho- 
. * thing to talk about” at a peace 
co n f e r e nce if Israel used U.S.- 
" ^ backed loans to fin the occupied 
' territories with Jewish homes. 

Mr. Baker has been working 
for six months to arrange a con- 
ference. His latest trip — number 
seven since the Gulf war — ended 
with ah unsched uled return' to' 
Damascus Mr. Assad sought 
more talks. - - 

• • ^ UJS. and Arab officials said 

Mr. Baker made progress, but, 
~- v ' not enough to efirrefa [agreement 

It remains unclear both 
7. . |F whether the PLO would allow 
local leaders from the occupied 
" l J territories like Dr. .Ashrawi to 
‘.I rake pan and whether the oan&r> 

- nice could start without Palesti- 

■■■ mans. - 

Palestinian factions' have been 
"_f- bargaining hard in Algiers. The 
— word on Thursday had been that 
they considered another meeting 
of local leaders with Mr. Baker a> 
^ waste of time. 

U.S. officials said lettemcf 
assurance which Mr. Baker is 
giving prospective con fe r e nce 
p ar ti cipan ts are basfcafly restate- 
ments of existing U.S. poKcies. 

Palestinian sdf-determmation 

— which could open the way to 
an independent state — is not one 
of them. 

Another signal of how the 

• ^ argument is gping to Algiers came 

from tire Damascus-based Demo- 
crstic Front far the Lib era ti on of 
Palestine, a faction of tire PLO. 

- *’ It said it would boycott Moo- 

- day’s meeting of the PNC unless 
► other groups agreed to refuse the 
l,-;: : #S^merican proposals. Only the' 
*.> PLO, it insisted, could represent 
tire Palestinian people. 

- “The Democratic Front for the 
f iherarion of Palestine wifi not 

•' take part in tire coming session of 
the PNC unless there is a dear, 

. unified political agreement to re- 
=• ' fbse the American proposals," 
s v, the poop said in a statement 
issued by fts Damascus beadquar- 
i- £ ter*. . . 

' “It insim on the right of the 
. ^ PIO to wpteaent thePafestiniani 
. *1 people- directly in any negotia- j 
r -> tiontorm the peace confM^ce,”’ 

3 2 the itomtsdd, 

-r DELP leader NsyefHarwatmeh 










Jordan satisfied 
with U.S. assurances 


; 4 


ms Majesty 


and U.S. Secret a ry of State James Baker head Jordartaa-Amerkan tafts 


Thursday (Photo by Yousef Al ’ABaa) 


Baker ends Jordan visit after 
delivering assurances letter 

Nobody more serious than King Hussein in 
peace efforts, secretary of state says 


By Sana Aliy eh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker left Amman 
for-Damascus Friday, sifter a two- 
day visit to the Kingdom, leaving 
behind a letter of assurances, 
winch Jordanian officials say win 
undergo a thorough legal - and 
political analysis before a deri- 
sion is made on its substance. 

Mr. Baker, who arrived here 
Thursday on ins seventh peace 
shuttle to the region and his sixth 
to tire Kingdom, left for Damas- 
cus to pursue a similar letter he 
bad delivered to tire Syrian lead- 
ership earlier. 

In a joint press conference af- 
ter talks at the Royal Palace 
Thursday, His Majesty King Hus- 
sein described his talks with 
Secretary Baker as “construc- 


tive" and said that he was encour- 
aged by the developments of the 
U.S.-brokered peace process. 

“I am very happy and very 
encouraged that we are on the 
path towards achieving our objeo- 
thres of starting a process, and 
hopefully without delay, involv- 
ing all erf ns in this area," King 
Hussein told reporters at the Bag- 
man Palace. 

* The King and Mr. Baker stres- 
sed the urgency of pursuing the 
U.S.-ied efforts for Middle East^ 
peace and warned against missing 
what they believe to be a- final 
opportunity for peace for a long 
time to com e. 

“I think that the time ha* come 
for people to act rapidly, and not 
to let tins op portu n ity slip away if 
we are really responsible,” King 
Hussein stressed. 

King Hnacin warned that time was 


Israel unveils plans 
to build new settlement 
in Arab Jerusalem 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — In a 
move that akdd further aggra- 
vate relations with the United 
States, -Israel's housing ministry 
(fisdosed plans Friday for a Jew- 
ish boosing development in tire 
heart of Arab East Jerusalem. 

Meanwhile, Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens said Israel would 
not freeze Jewish settlements in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip regardless of interna- 
tional criticism. 

Israel's determination to forge 
ahead with ae tfl e me a tt was under- 
soared when die parfiamenfs (««»«■»». 
conmiitlBC Friday a pproved 15 m3- 
Hon shekels ($6.4 ntBfiou) tor Jewish 

The funds are earmarked for in- 
dustrial and tourism projects. 

The actions came as ILS. Secretary 
of State James Baker conducted Us 
seventh trip to tire Middle East to try 
to pur together a regional peace 
c o nfe re nce.. 

Mr. -Baker’s talks were maned by a 
fight with brad over die Jewish 
State's request &r $1D bflfioa in loan 
guarantees' to help settle Soviet im- 


ments are an obstacle to Middle East 
peace, * 

Israel already has moved than 
100,000 Jewish settlers to the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
Right-wing Housing Manner Ariel 
Sharon has lau n ched a ma s si ve con- 
struction drive m the occupied terri- 
tories that left-wing critics say could 
double the number. 

The new Jewish bousing develop- 
ment is planned for die Wadi Joz 
neighbourhood of Arab East Jera- 


The rise is covered with an ofive 
grove and is adjacent to the ntidtSe 
dass Palestinian neighbourhood of 
Sheikh J sunth, with large stone 
bouses and several Western consu- 
lates. It is m the working dass Wadi 
Joz, with smaller homes and dozens 
of Arab anto repair shops. 

The site is “owned” by the land 
lands authority, which is under the 
control of Mb'. Sharon’s Housing 


Freadest George Bush has asked 
Congress to deter ccnri derati pp of 
the request far 120 fearing that 
a -debate over die tmwtigratirw and 
settlements could hamper peace 

Mgmi al inM 

Mr. Areas was asked at a Jewish 
gathering in Td Aviv whether brad 
was coregdcring stoppng saflement 
construction. - 

“The answer to that is no," Mr. 
Arana said. “We are ant considering 
fr. j * rip g Tf^ n w n ti." 

He added: “Peace will certainly not' 
be served -~m fart I befiero do useful 
purpose wfll be served — if p rcasm ei 
is applied to the Branment of brad 
to do something tint it cazmot do and 
therefore wS not do, namely frees 
aettiemeats in tire area.” 

. He did not apwafiiaBy mention the 
United States, but it was a dear 
re fe re nc e to the Bush adnrinistra. 
tioa's repeated stance that settle-' 


Mr. Arens abo said Friday that the 
United States, in its zeal to hring riie 
Arabs to the n egp tia tmg table, may 
have promised them what it cannot 
defiver -^.braeTs complete withdraw- 
al from the occup i ed territories. 

He warned that soefa en tic emen t s 
could breed “disappointment and 
frus t ration and perhapsm tire eod not 
peace, but war." 

In a speech to tire B’nai B’rith 
movement, Mr. Arens also c ha st ised 
President Bush for seeking a delay of 
tire U.S. loan guarantiees. He Said 
Mr. Bah had handed tire Arabs a 
concession they had not dared to ask 
for. 

Mr. Arens said Mr. Baker bad- 
“played a great part” in getting tire 
Arabs to agree to a peace cn n faence, 
pkamed for next month at which Tbs- 
would negotiate peace directly with 
die Jewish state. 

“Bat tire impression Is grined that 
tire Arab leaders... tiankdtet through 
these negotiations they win bring 
about tsoeTs withdrawal to the 1967. 
borders, inrin d mg leaving Baa Jeru- 
satem," he said. 


short for the opportunity for peace, 
that Jordan was in touch with 
tire Palestinian leadership in the di- 
aspora and those in the occupied 
territories, and that the “process is 
ongoing as far aa the one dhnensk» . 
and “the PLO (Palestine L i beration 
Orgamstion) is preparing to have din 
PNC (Palestine Liberation Conned) 
meeting to be held soon.” 

“I only hope they wffl realise that 
time is short, and tto the alternative 
to progress — a real serious progress 
brought about by a real genuine 
recognition to the fact that this oppor- 
tunity may not come again, ever# and 
that the only alternative is disaster in 
terms of people and in terms of the 
region. What other options are 
there?” the King asked. 

He added that although there were 
some who were skeptical and nega- 
tive in their attitude towards the 
current peace process and expressed 
'tns hope that there be an underetand- 

(Corikud on page 5) 


Hostage 
hopes fade 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — A Hiz- 
bollah cteric Friday urged kidnap- 
pers not to release more Western 
hostages unless Israel freed a 
Shute Muslim deric. 

His statement came as tbe wife 
of British hostage Jack Mann said 
she lost “all optim is m” a day 
after kidnappers announced they 
wfll not release Western captives 
unless Israel frees 20 more 
Lebanese prisoners. 

“I urge tbe kidnappers not to 
release any more Western hos- 
tages unl fff Sheikh Abdol Karim 
Obied and the rest of the Mn- 
jahedeen were freed,** said 
Sheikh Ahmad Taleb. 

Sheikh Obeid, 39, a cleric and 
a HizboDah activist, was kidnap- 
ped by airborne Israelis from his 
hometown village of Jxbsheet in 
South Lebanon July 28, 1989. 

Hizbollah is believed to be the 
umbrella for kidnappers holding 
most of tbe Westerners held in 
Lebanon. Senior Shiite leaders 
have said the captives are five 
Americans, two Britons and two 
Germans. 

“The Israeli enemy only under- 
stands the language of force. 
They should be pressured,” said 
Shriikh Taleb, 29, who replaced 
Sheikh Obeid as the imam of 
JibsheeL 

“They (kidnappers) should 
master this language in the hos- 
tage issue which is their last bal- 
let,” Sheikh Taleb told the 
Associated Press at Ks residence 
in JibsheeL 

He said the kidnappers “should 
be patient ... and should not give 
anyt h ing before getting some- 
thing.” 

In Beirut, diplomats accused 


By Jane Arraf 

Renter 

AMMAN — Jordan, a key player 
in the Middle East peace process, 
said Friday it was satisfied with 
American assurances chi prop- 
osed Axab-faraeH talks from U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker. 

“It is still under study but the 
mam ideas we have sought are in 
these letters," Prime Minister 
Taher Al Masri tokl Reuters. He 
was referring to letters delivered 
by Mr. Baker {noting the U.S. 
assurances in writing. 

Mr. Masri made the comments 
as a West Bank Palestinian leader 
who met Mr. Baker in Amman 
before be flew to Syria indicated 
that the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) needed 
farther movement from Washing- 
ton on key issues to back the 
talks. 

The Palestinians, if they agree 
to attend, would likely go to the 
peace conference proposed for 
next month in a joint delegation 
with Jordan. 

Palestinians fear that a conference 
between Israel, a divided Arab World 
and a weakened PLO may result in - 
peace between the Jewish state and 
dx neighbours bat no settlanent to 
the festering Palestinian problem. 

Jordan, which shares the longest 
border with Israel, has been careful to 
place no obstacles to a conference 
which could result in an Israeli pull- 


oat from the occupied territories. ‘ 

“I don’t think any party, tbe Jorda- 
nians, the Palestinians or the Israelis, 
has received all the assurances 
according to his own, rfwnHng — 
everyone has something or dawns he 
has something missing,” Mr. Masri 

CiiiH, 

Mr. Baker said after meeting King 
Hussein Thursday that one of the 
American assurances had reiterated 
the U.S. commitment towards a com- 
prehensive settlement based on U.N. 
resolutions calling on Israel to trade 
seized lands for peace. Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir has ruled 
out swapping land for peace. 

Jordanian officials had said before 
Mr. Baker’s visit that they were also 
seeking assurances on such issues as 
the duration of bilateral talbt with 
Israel and details of the co n f e rence 
itself. 

Jordan has offered the Palestinians 
the nmbreda of a joint delegation to 
the peace talks, to overcome Israeli 
objections to talking with the PLO. 
Tbe Palestinians have yet to reroood. 

A meeting of the Palestine Nation- 
al Council (PNC) opening in Algiers 
Monday is doe to decide whether to 
back the talks. 

Mr. Masri later told Reuters that 
Jordan's main continuing concern and 
a major part of rbe talks with the U.S. 
official was the issue of Israeli setde- 
meots in the occupied territories. 

“We have one major concern and 
this is the settlements, ft’s really 
something that is growing in import- 
ance. When and if the conference 
opens it win be the first p robl em ," be 

(Continued on page 5) 


Arab coordination meeting 
to be Held in New York 


By Jamal Habby 

Tbe Associated Press 

AMMAN — Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Esnour said Friday that 
he and his counterparts from 
Egypt, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon 
and the Palestine liberation 
Oigamsatiou (PLO) will meet in 
New York next week to discuss 
efforts for convening an Arab- 
faradi peace conference. 

“The meeting will take place 
next Wednesday in New York on 
the fringes of the meetings of the 
United Nations General Assem- 
bly,” Dr. Ensour said in an inter- 
view. 

“I and my counterpa rt s from 
Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and the 
FLO will discuss peace efforts in 
the region mid prospects for a 
settlement to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and the Palestinian prob- 
lem," he said. 

The minister told the Associ- 
ated Press that the meeting, the 


Assad says Palestinian 
problem must be solved 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
President Hafez Al Assad has 
told American television that 
Israel could not make peace with 
Arabs unless it settled the Palesti- 
nian problem. 

“If we leave any part of the 
problem unresolved there will Be 
no stable peace in the region," he 
said. “Tbe Arab problem is basi- 
cally a single problem. Dividing it 
up will not help..." 

Syria has agreed to attend an 
Arab-Israeli peace conference 
winch the United States, hopes 
will open in October. 

Mr. Assad's interview, broad- 
cast Thursday night in the United 
States, was recorded before his 
talks this week with Secretary of 
State James Baker. 

According to a fall text carried 
by the official news agency - 
SANA, the president said Arabs, 
the United States and European 
countries were making “serious 
efforts" to achieve a jnst and! 
comprehensive peace in the Mid- 
dle East. 

( “When we look on the other 
side — tbe obstinate Israeli posi- 
tion — we might be pe ssimisti c. 
But despite that we will continue 
to seek peace,” Mr. Assad said. 

If the United States approved 
$10 Ullion In loan guarantees to 
Israel, it would use them to settle 
Jews in occupied Arab lands, he 
added. 

“Tins will not push the peace 
process forward, rather it wfll 


obstruct it in tbe extreme. If we 
see these lands filled with homes 
for Jewish immigrants, there will 
be .nothing to talk about — ” Mr. 


“We believe that Israel does 
not want peace... the rejection is 
clear. It refuses to implement 
U.N. resolutions, rejects the re- 
turn of the lands it occupied and 
consequently rejects peace.” 

Mr. Assad said the return of 
tbe Golan Heights to Syria by 
Israel would not be enough to 
reach a comprehensive settle- 
ment of the Arab-Israeli conflict 
and all Arab territories should be 
returned. 

“I don’t think there is anybody 
in the United Skates who thinks 
peace could be achieved between 
Arabs and the Israelis if Israeli 
occupation of Arab Lands is not 
ended. 

“President Bosh, the Israelis 
and all those who dealt with us 
know that there could be no 
peace if Arab lands occupied by 
Israel are not returned,”-^ said. 

Asked whether he wanted to 
see Israel destroyed, Mr. Assad 
said: “I want peace. If Israel feels 
that peace will destroy it tins is its 
concern. As for ns we want 
peace.!’ 

“When a comprehensive solu- 
tion is implemented, there wifi be 
a comprehensive peace. This is 
something that wifi be dedded at 

the peace conference, between 
tiie Israelis dn one side and the 
Arabs on die other." 



DJ. Secretary of State James Baker mad Palestinian representative 
Hanan Ashrawi in Amman Friday (Photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 

Baker, Ashrawi hold 
surprise meeting 


first to indude officials from the 
four countries since the early days 
of the Gulf crisis, was arranged 
by U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar. 

Differences prevailed among 
Arabs during the Gulf crisis. 

Last week, Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo, a member of the PLO’s Ex- 
ecutive Committee, said such a 
meeting was upcoming but (fid 
not have the location or date. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo said it was 
aimed at coordinating Arab 
stands ahead of the U.S.- 
proposed Middle East peace con- 
ference schednled for next 
mouth. 

In an interview with the AP, Mr. 
Abed Rabbo said other issues on 
the agenda of talks include 
guaranteeing that tbe conference, 
co-sponsored by Washington and 
Moscow, will be held on foe basis 
of U.N. resolutions 242 and 338. 


By Nc rmeen Murad 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Secretary of State 
James Baker and Palestinian rep- 
resentative Hanan Ashrawi held 
a round of talks here Friday, 
based mainly on -reformulation of 
a draft letter of assurances deli- 
vered to the Palestinians last- 
week. 

Mr. Baker and Dr. Ashrawi 
held their uneamected one-honr 
meeting jnst before the secretary 
left for Syria Friday and after his 
official visit to Jordan had ended. 

Ml Ashrawi left her dty of resi- 
dence in the Israeli-occupied West 
Bant at dawn only hours after a 
midnight authorisation from the 
Palestinian leadership to re^MOd to 
an invitation from the American 
s e cretary of stare to meet in Amman 
and pursue the issue of Palestinian 
participation in the proposed Middle 
East peace conference tentatively 


scheduled for next month. 

“I thought the meeting went very 
well, I am glad we had the meeting 
and I think we are making some 
progress,” Mr. Baker told reporters 
who gathered at the Marriott Hotel 
where the U.S. secretary of stats 
stayed Thursday night. 

Mr. Baker arrived in Amman on a 
two-day visit during which he deli- 
vered a letter of assurances to the 
Kingdom of the U.S. brokered Mid- 
dle East peace conference and held 
talks with His Majesty King Hussein 
and senior Jordanian officials (sec 
s ep a r a te story). 

Dr. Ashrawi said progress was 
made during her talks with Mr. Bak- 
er, but said that more work was 
needed to clarify a number of issues 
before the Palestine National Council 
(PNQ can make its decision on 
whether to participate in the peace 
conference or not free stay betew). 

After Mr. Baker departed for 
Damascus, a senior U.S. official 
travelling with the secretary of state 

(Continued on page 5) 


Ashrawi: Talks made 
progress, gaps remain 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Rcporcr 

AMMAN — A Palestinian repre- 
sentative from the occupied West 
Bank who met with American 
Secretary of State James Baker in 
Amman said afterwards the dis- 
cussions had made progress but a 
lot of issues remained to be clar- 
ified before this week’s meeting 
of the Palestine National Council 
(PNC) in Algiers. 

Hanan Ashrawi, who met with 
Mr. Baker early Friday after cros- 
sing tbe river from her residence 
in Ramafiah in the West Bank, 
and the secretary of state himself 
said some progress was made 
during their discussion but that 
there were no conclusive results. 

“I thought the meeting went 
very well. I am glad we had tbe 
meeting and I think we are mak- 
ing some progress,” Mr. Baker 
told reporters who gathered at- 
tire Marriott hotel where the U.S. 
secretary of state spend Thursday 
night. 

4 T can say that there was some 
progress, but not sufficient prog- 
ress. We will have to work some 
more, and this (letter of assur- 


ances) will be another draft on 
the road to further drafts in order 
to achieve a final formulation,” 
Dr. Ashrawi said in a. press' con- 
ference at the Palestine embassy 
' following her meeting. 

She said that her meeting with 
Mr. Baker was to “pursue some 
of the issues dealing with' the 
letter of assurances to get further 
clarifications and some more 
answers.” 

“We asked for reformulations of 
certain tilings, basically we concen- 
trated on three issues; Settlements, 
East Jerusalem and self- 
determination, and I can say there 
was some pro gr ess but not sufficient 
progress,” Dr. Ashrawi said without 
elaborating on the details contained 
in the American letter to the Falesti- 
mans. 

She added that further discussions- 
were expected lo take place, with Mr. 
Baker in the future to finalise an 

agreement on the content of the letter 
of assurances, adding that the letter 
was still a first draft which had not yet 
reached its final stage. 

Dr. Ashrawi insisted that the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
and the PNC would make .their final 
decision on whether they wanted to 
participate in the con fe r en ce or not. 

( Co n ti n ue d on page 5) 


On the Occasion of 
The Prophet's Birthday 



ARAB BANK 

has the honour to convey to 

ims MAjnEsmr km© mujsskm 

and to the Jordanian people 
its felicitations and 
most cordial wishes. 
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Security Council gives 
go-ahead on Iraqi oil sales 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— The United Nations Security 
Council gave Iraq permission 
Thursday to resume limited oil 
sales ast it awaited a reply from 
Baghdad on whether U.N. heli- 
copters can fly over the country 
without restrictions. 

The resolution adopted by the 
council dearc 1 the way for the 
first Iraqi oil tu reach internation- 
al markets since Baghdad's 
troops invaded Kuwait a year 
ago. 

Under the resolution, Iraq can 
sell $1.6 billion worth of oil in six 
months to pay for emergency 
food and medicine and contribute 
to a fond for war victims. 

The 15-member body approved 
the document by a vote of 13 to 1, 
with Cuba voting against and 
Yemen abstaining. 

At the same time Security 
Council President Jean-Bemard 
Merimee said he hoped to receive 
a reply late Thursday or early on 
Friday from Iraq on the councfl’s 
demand for U.N. weapons in- 
spection teams to be allowed to 
fly their own helicopters over 
Iraqi territory. 

Iraq, dting security considera- 
tions, last week barred U.N. heli- 
copters on loan from Germany, 
from flying U.N. teams searching 
for weapons of mass destruction. 

The refusal brought a warning 
from President George Bush that 
warplanes might be sent to the 
Gulf to protect U.N. inspection 
teams if Baghdad persisted in 
obstructing their mission. 

But Mr. Merimee said the con- 
troversy. of the helicopters was 
not linked to the oil sales. 

“In terms of the humanitarian 
needs of the Iraqi people, there is 
no question it has to be done and 
h will be done," he said. 

Under the resolution, the Iraqis 
State Oil Marketing Organisation 
(SOMO) makes the oil sale and 
draw up the contract. But it must 
first be approved by the council's 
sanctions committee. 

Baghdad has not yet said it 


would agree to the stiff terms of 
the resolution, which also de- 
mand all monies be deposited in a 
U.N. escrow account and then 
spent for food and medical sup- 
plies under U.N. supervision. 

Iraq’s Ambassador, Abdul 
Amir A1 An ban, said the compli- 
cated plan was not workable. He 
said it made the Iraqi people, 
suffering from a trade embargo 
imposed four days after the Au- 
gust 1990 invasion of Kuwait, 
victims of international politics. 

U.S. Ambassador Thomas 
Pickering said the trade embargo 
would be maintained. “This li- 
mited authorisation for the sale of 
Iraqi oil is being made within the 
existing sanctions regime, which 
remains firmly in place.” 

A third of the $1.6 billion will 
go for reparations and pay some 
of the U.N. costs in sending 
teams to Iraq to scrap its weapons 
of mass destruction and other 
projects. The $1.6 billion figure is 
subject to review. 

Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar bas recommended 
another $800 million worth of op 
sales to purchase emergency food 
and medical supplies for the win- 
ter months. 

His chief for humanitarian 
needs in the Gulf, Prince Sadrud- 
din Aga Khan, speaking in Paris, 
criticised continued sanctions. 

“It seems an absolute aberra- 
tion to make this population 
which has already suffered so 
much and is not responsible for 
what happened pay an additional 
price,” be said. 

The Soviet deputy ambassador, 
Valentin Lozmski, said the coun- 
cil's plan “provides for Iraq 
adequate financial resources. 
...with a view to easing the civi- 
lian population of Iraq, primarily 
its most vulnerable elements," 
women and children. 

The sooner Iraqi oil goes on 
sale, the sooner the United Na* 
turns will be able to pay for relief 
supplies for Iraqi civilians, the 
destruction of Iraq's weapons, 
and reparations to war victims. 


Iraq must also pay half the cost 
of defining the Iraq-Kuwait bor- 
der, one of tbe issues that led to 
the Iraqi invasion of the emirate, 
and for the costs of returning 
looted Kuwait property. 

Tensions are still high along the 
ill-defined border, with scaven- 
gers entering the zone at night to 
recover abandoned Iraqi 
ammunition and equipment. 

Kowait calims the scavenging 
raids are organised by Iraq, 
although U.N. border guards say 
most of die incursions appear to 
be by civilians. 

Under the economic embargo, 
Iraq may buy food and medicine, 
but has traditionally paid for 
other products through oil sales. 

Numerous visitors to Iraq have 
reported an increasing shortage 
of medicine, water-treatment 
chemicals and the outbreak of 
diseases including cholera. 

Iraq’s current oil production is 
300,000 to 500,000 barrels a day; 
maximum production in the fore- 
seeable future is estimated at 1.5 
million barrels a day. 

The Iraqi oil would be sent 
through the pipeline to Turkey, 
where it would be stored for sale. 
That pipeline can carry about one 
million barrels a day. 

before the Gulf war, Iraq was 
selling about 2.9 million barrels a 
day; the United States bought 
about 400,000 barrels daily. 

In a related development, the 
United Nations announced 
Thursday that Margaret Anstee 
will be the secretary-general’s 
personal representative to coor- 
dinate U.N. efforts to minimise 
the damage from burning oil 
wells in Kowait. 

Ms. Anstee is the director- 
general of the U.N. office In 
Vienna. She will trave to Kuwait 
Oct. 7 to make arrangements for 
a comprehensive assessment of 
the problems caused by hundreds 
of burning wells. 

Her efforts will focus on the 
damage caused to the region's 
environment, and to health and 
quality of life. 


Bahrain denies gunboat 
firing report from Qatar 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Bahrain has 
denied Qatari reports of gunboat 
firing incident in their disputed 
water zones and urged convening 
of a tripartite committee under 
Saudi auspices for a settlement of 
the territorial problem. 

A Bahrain Foreign Ministry 
source told the Gulf News Agen- 
cy in a late statement Thursday 
that the Qatari claims of two 
provocative incidents from the 
Bahrain side over the past week . 
“not factual in any way.” 

“There is no truth to the two 
hidden ts ... as no Bahraini gun- 
boat fired any shots as the Qatari 
statement alleged,” said the un- 
named source. 

A tripartite committee repre- 
senting Bahrain, Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia should meet to work out a 
“common formula through which 
the dispute can be settled through 


friendly means acceptable to both 
parties,” the source said. 

Qatar and Bahrain have been 
exchanging damw and counterc- 
laims about violations of the dis- 
puted territory. 

The Qatari Foreign Ministry 
said Thursday in Doha that a 
Bahrain gunboat had opened 
machine-gun fire on a Qatari 
coast guard vessel on a routine 
patrol. 

The Qatar ministry said the 
incident occurred Monday at the 
Qita’at Al-Sbajara reef arid said it 
was unwarranted. No damages or 
injuries occurred. 

It maintained that two days 
earlier, a Bahraini military heli- 
copter hovered over a civilian 
Qatari boat — AlHorreya — as it 
was conducting marine surveys in 
the same area and asked it to 
leave. 


U.S. IMMIGRATION 


Haig V. Kalbian 

Aftomey-at-Law, Washington, D.C. 

Fluent In English, Arabic & French 

Mr. Kalbian, a highly respected corporate and immigration 
lawyer will be in Amman during the second half of October 1 991 . 

Appointments are now being taken. H you are interested in 
U.S. immigration based on the new law of 1990, a consultation 
with Attorney Kalbian is a must. 

The new law eases immigration requirements in some of these 
areas: 

- Investments 

- Intra-company transfers 

- Highly skilled professionals, researchers & professors 

- Family relations in the United States 

Call 615358 for an appointment 
Consultation fee - Seventy Five Dollars. 

* Investment packages will be available for review. 


Moroccans 
demolish 
Tazmamart 
prison - 


RABAT (R) — The Moroc- 
can army has demolished a 
military prison at Tazmamart 
in a remote part of the Atlas 
Mono tains and moved the 
inmates to other jails, di- 
plomatic sources said Friday. 

Senior Moroccan sources, 
who asked not to be named, 
confirmed that the building, a 
former military outpost, was 
“completely razed to the 
{pound several weeks ago.” 

Army and airforce officers 
and others jailed for their 
part in abortive military 
coups in 1971 and 1972 were 
detained incommunicado in 
Tazmamart in dungeons, 
according to Moroccan and 
foreign human rights orga- 
nisations. 


Diplomatic sources said 
the prisoners had been trans- 
ferred to other detention cen- 
tres, including the central 
prison in Kenitra 45 
kilometres north of Rabat 
and near the desert town of 
Ouaraazate in tbe southeast. 

Unconfirmed reports said 
some of the prisoners were in 
very poor health and receiv- 
ing medical treatment. Diplo- 
mats said this could indicate 
they may be released. 

King Hassan amnestied 50 
political prisoners in May last 
year and another 40 last 
month. 


Morocco, 
Polisario 
accuse each 
other of 
breaking 
ceasefire 


RABAT (R) — Morocco and 
Polisario guerrillas have accused 
each other of violating a U.N.- 
sponsored ceasefire in the West- 
ern Sahara. 

The. ceasefire was proclaimed 
on Sept. 6 when U.N. peace- 
keeping forces began to move 
into a dozen observation posts 
along the territory's eastern bor- 
ders. 

Minister of State Without Port- 
folio Ahmad Alaoui, considered 
a spokesman for King Hassan of 
Morocco, said the ceasefire 
accord had been broken by tbe 
Polisario Front by moving in 
forces from neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

“Under cover of the ceasefire, 
the opposing gangs have moved 
into various points in the zone 
between the wall and Morocco’s 
international frontier," Mr. 
Alaoui wrote in the semi-official 
daily Le. Matin du Sahara on 
Friday. 

He said the activities were “a 
violation of the ceasefire and a 
veritable provocation. The cease- 
fire accord was agreed between 
Morocco and the U.N. It is up to 
the United Nations to get it re- 
spected.” 

In statements carried by the 
official Algerian news agency 
APS, the Polisario said Morocco 
bad violated the ceasefire by 
sending reconnaisance flights this 
week over Agounit and Bir 
Lahlon in what it calls liberated 
territory. 

The area, described as a no- 
man's land by the Moroccans, is a 
strip of territory between the 
Algerian and Mauritanian bor- 
ders and Moroccan defence lines, 
or the “wall" referred to by Mr. 
Alaoui. 

On Thursday, the Polisario 
said Moroccan Interior and In- 
formation Minister Driss Basri 
had decided to organise a second 
“green march” of 170,000 Moroc- 
cans into the Western Sahara. 


The first green march was laun- 
ched by King Hassan «in 1975 
when 350,000 unarmed Moroc- 
cans were moved in to press 
claims to the disputed territory. 
The march led to Spain's with- 
drawal in February 1976. 

Moroccan officials said the 
Polisario report of a second green 
mart* was “pure fantasy.” 

Diplomats said the Polisario 
report, which said people from 
southern Morocco were being 
moved into areas near the Sahar- 
an towns of Laayonn, Sinara, 
Dakhla and Boujdour, was 
apparently a reference to Saharan 
refugees Morocco says fled to 
Morocco from the Western 
Sahara. 

Diplomats said Morocco had 
submitted lists of 134,000 people 
it says are entitled to vote in a 
U.N. referendum offering Sahar- 
ans the choice between independ- 
ence and integration with Moroc- 
co 

The lists include Saharans resi- 
dent u the area controlled by 
Morocco and also refugees who 
have fled to Morocco in the past 
33 years. 

Foreign Minister Abdul Latif 
FilaH told Moroccan journalists at 
a briefing Thursday that Morocco 
would reject the referendum if 
the United Nations did not agree 
to register on the electoral rolls 
the names of people on the lists. 

The U.N. -sponsored truce 
came into force as a first step 
towards the referendum next 
year. 

Morocco and the Polisario 
have been fighting over the for- 
mer Spanish colony since 1975. 


Testimony on 



ends; auditing details go before court 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Presentation of 
key testimony and evidence 
related to the foreign ex- 
change operations and fore- 
ign accounts of tile collapsed 
Petra Bank to the military 
court by a banking expert was 
completed Thursday. Find- 
ings of auditors in tbe books 
of Petra bank when the Eco- 
nomic Security Committee 
(ESC) took over the Bank in 
August 1989 and results of 
die scrutiny of tbe accounts 
since them are expected to be 
presented to the court begin- 
ing Sunday. 

Maher* Waked, a senior 
banking executive who was a 
member of a 10-member 
oommittee which investigated 
the affairs of Petra Bank fol- 
lowing its take-over, Thurs- 
day wound up three weeks of 
testimony and cross- 
examination by defence 
lawyers as wefl as judges after 
presenting 28 cases; most of 
them foreign exchange 
accounts and transactions 
that Petra Bank undertook 
under the management of 
Ahmad Gbalabi. 

The cases that Dr. Waked 
dealt with involved dose to 
30 defendants, including Dr. 
Chalabi and some of his fami- 
ly members and many former 
Petra Bank employees. 

Lawyers representing the 
various defendants took turns 
at cross-examining Dr. 
Waked, most of them East- 
ing their area of questioning 
to evidence and testimony 
immediately related to 
charges against their respec- 


tive clients. 

Dr. Waked was die third 
witness. Tbe fim and second 
witnesses testified on mostly 
domestic dralmgs of Petra 
Bank, indudmg credit facili- 
ties and real estate transac- 
tions. 

Narih Arafat, the fourth 
witness and a former Petra 
Bank official who was a 
member of tbe in v esti gatin g 
co m mittee, wifi go before tbe 
court Sunday to presen t his 

fliy fitfn g fi nrf injw 

Several defendants. Dr. 
Chalabi prominent among 
them, figure in almost evmy 
case that Dr. Waked pre- 
sented in court. Dr. Chalabi 
and several other defendants 
are being tried in absentia 
and, following their refusal to 
respond to court summons, 
are not represented in court 

On Thursday, Dr. Waked 
was also questioned by the 
military attorney-general , 
Brigadier Abdullah Sharif, 
and the three judges of tbe 
court. Presiding Judge Briga- 
dier Mohammad Mango, 
Colonel Mamoun Khasaw- 
neh and Lieutenant-Colonel 
Ahmad Kayed, on various 
aspects of Us testimony as 
weft as on issues pertaining to 
banking in general in Jordan. 

According to legal experts, 
the defence in most cases is 
frying to establish that Petra 
Bamk was essentially a one- 
man show nm by Dr. Chala- 
bi, the Iraqi-born founder of 
tiie bank which, at its beydey, 
was the second-largest com- 
mercial bank in Jordan, and 
that staff who served under 
him cannot be held responsi- 
ble for their actions since 


'they were wdyfoBowmg the 
cha i r man ** orders. 

The cases that Dr. Waked 
prMtitfffd m court metadri 
PtotE* Bade operations which, 
he said, violated regulations 
laid d own fay the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) and 
involved channcffitg of fends 
outside tbe country, speetda- 
. non is fbteiga commodity 

H Utn l Mu' n^ fagf jgq 

accounts for JbsdaiBans wide 
CBJ rules bad bussed such 
dealings, undertaking foreign 
oper ati ons which had no relo- 
vance to tbe bank’s status as a 
Jordanian bank, and kno- 
wingly entering deals with 
collapsed organisations and 
insolvent indmdoafe. 

Accord ing to Dr. Waked** 
testimony, most of these 
transactions, one way or 
another, benefit e d dr. Chala- 
fai or miy of his family mem- 
bers since the foreign firms 
involved were also either 
owned or controlled by tbe 
Iraqi banker. Tbe amount 
involved in Petra Bank’s 
foreign oper at ion covered in 
his testimony ranged between 
$135 million and $160 tril- 
lion, acco un t i ng for the balk, 
of the baric’s losses, accord- 
ing to Dr. Waked. 

Some of tbe institutions 
m en ti on ed - by Dr. Waked in 
co urt were die Beaut-based 
Middle East Banking Cor- 
poration (MEBCO) and its 
affiliate in Geneva, as SCF 
C o rporation based in London 
and tbe Petra Banking Cor- 
poration based in Washing- 
ton, D.C 

Among' tbe cases died by 
Dr. Wakedas dubious bank- 
ing practices were a Petra 


Bank 
ofaafaipfay 


of* lease 
■ Geneva 
nfifnghm in 
Malaysia. In both cases, Ptt- 
ra Bank Amman lost money, 
to Dr. Waked. 

Several sad* cases were pre- 
sented to tbe court. - . 

Dr. Waked abo referred to 
tiie credit card operations of 
Petra Baric, the first tank to 
introdnoe tfae system in Jor- 
dan, under the control of an 
affibate of Petra Bank known 
as "The C ons ume * Bank ” 
Losses in tins area, ac co idmg 
to Dr. Waked, are over $$ 

mrHtnn 

The m aw g fnu nf 

of Petra Bank also used to 
acquire shares in local com- 
panies after manipulating 
prices, but such dew utffi- 
matriy benefited Dr. Chalabi 
or some of fans do te asso- 
ciate*. ‘Dr. Waked said. Some 
of the companies ended up m 
collapse, while other* re- 
ported consut e nt losses m 
their books, be said. 

Petra Bank books also 
showed “bribes” given to loc- 
al individuals for soliciting 
deposits to nuke up for 
shortfalls m tbe bank, accord- 
ing to Dr. Waked. 

Over 40 defendants are 
being treed in die case, the 
biggest scandal to hit Jorda- 
nian banking. Petra Bank is 
now under liquidation. The 
total Ion of the bank is set at 
present in the region of $300 
raffion, but the figures need 
to be finalised. 

Interpol has been con- 
tacted in a tad to get Dr. 
Chalabi and other in absentia 
defendants e xtra d it e d to Jor- 




ri 


k 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraq query on buried soldiers given to ULS. 


GENEVA (AP) — The United States was handed an Iraqi 
request to check reports that U.S. troops used tanks aim 
earthmovers to bury Iraqi soldiers, some of them alive, the 
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) said Friday. 
The U.S. ambassador to the United Nations in Geneva, Morris 
Abram, was summoned to ICRC headquarters Thureday to 
receive the request from ICRC President Comeiio Sommaniga. 
Iraq said Tuesday that Foreign Minister Ahmad Hussein Khu- 
dayer sent a letter to Mr. Sommarnga urging the ICRC to 
investigate the reports in U.S. newspapers earlier this month. The 
Washington Post reported Sept. 12 that tanks and earthmo'rers of 
a U.S. infantry division buried .thousands of Iraqi soldiers in their' 
trendies, some alive and fixing their weapons, during the Gulf 
war. New York Newsday carried a similar story. An ICRC 
spokeswoman, Karen Saddler, said Baghdad asked for informa- 
tion on the location and Identity of soldiers, which Iraq said were 
buried in “common graves." The afl-Swiss agency passed on the 
letter under its mandate as a neutral intermediary, she said. Any 
information from Washington will be given confidentially to the 
Iraqi government and die families of confirmed victims, die said. 


Sudan’s newspaper names coup plotters 


KHARTOUM (R) — A leading member of former Sudanese 
Prime Minister Sadeq A1 Mabdi’s Umma Party was involved in a 
failed plot to overthrow the military government that toppled 
him, Sudan’s army newspaper reported Friday. A1 Gnwat A1 
Mnsallahah said Abdul Rahman Nugdalla, one of the 102 
members of the Constituent Assembly (parliament) repres en ting 
the Umma Party before Mr. Mahdfs overthrow, was involved in 
the plot to overthrow the government of Lieutenant General 
Omar Hassan A! Bashir last month. A retired major general 
called Mohammad Osniar Khalifa and a retired brigadier, Ali 
Tigard, led the plotters, it added. Gen. Bashir, who toppled Mr. 
Mahdi’s government over two years ago, disbanded the Umma 
Party with all other political parties after taking power. A1 Gnwat 
A1 Mnsallahah said four other retired army officers and one 
retired police officer bad participated in tbe planning of the coup 
attempt but had left the country before they could be caught by 
Sudan's security services. 


Cyprus president bound for New York 


NICOSIA (AP) — Cyprus President George Vassiliou will travel, 
to New York next week to address the 46th U.N. General 
Assembly and discuss the latest developments concerning his 
divided island with Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar, the 
Cyprus news agency said Friday. Mr. Vassiliou will leave on 
Monday and speak at the United Nations on Friday, die news 
agency said. He will be accompanied by Foreign Minister George 
Iacovou. Cyprus has been divided since Turkey invaded in 1974 
and occupied the northern third of the island after a coup by 
Greek Cypriots seeking union with Greece. 


Iraq accuses U.S. of using 
U.N. row to justify attack 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iraq has 
accused the United States of ras- 
ing the issue of U.N. helicopter 
flights by weapons inspectors to 
justify possible military attacks, 
but stopped short of refusing to 
comply with U.N. truce terms. 

“This controversy is a fabrica- 
tion because Iraq had previously 
accepted die use fay tire U.N. 
inspection team of helicopters, if 
time (fid not threaten Iraq's and* 
tile team’s security,” the A1 
Jnmhooriya ne wspap er said. 

President George Bush said 
Wednesday we had readied plans to 
send hefioopter [umhip to escort 
U.N. inspectors and to provide air- 
planes as needed for additional cover. 
Mr. Bosh said be was “plenty fed up” 
with Iraq’s actions. 

But Mr. Bush and other U.S. offi- 
cials downplayed the sense of a pend- 


mternational community has too 
much at stake,” be said, adding that 
what was under c hallenge was “the 
very me a n i n g of a new world or dr £ ~ 
with the U.N. playing an active row' 
in it.” 

*T am determined that (Iraq) com- 
ply with these resotatxBB. And when, 
a pre si d ent makes a statement like 
tint, he ought not to do it without 
. being willing to back that up." Mr. 
'fed said. 

Mr. Bosh, who is e xp e cte d to dts-- 
-am die Gulf and its aft er ma th h a 
■ speech to the U34. General Assem- 
bly- next Monday, said. “There's no 
deadline, no fines in the sand,” far 


fag armed eonffict with Iraq. 
Meanwhile, a team of U-N- biolo- 


gical we ap on s inspectors arrived hi 
Baghdad Friday to cany on with tbe 
mission of dfa n rand fag Iraqi weapons 
of mass destruction. 

“For me it’s a normal inspection 
mission. I Hiw nn prtinilw fr»K«iy 
We have a mission to perform and if s 
quite normal, its my third trip to 
Baghdad." arid David Kay, leader 
tbe 45-member team. 

President Bush Thursday ruled oat 
full-scale warfare to force Iraq to 
comply with UJN. ceasefire terms, 
.but added Baghdad “should not mfa- 
caiculate,” his determination to en- 
fant than. 

“We don’t need lots of troops and 
to mobffise a whole *soa of desert 
storm,’ op era t io n," Mr. Bush told 
reporters. 

• “What we are talking about is 
acco m pan y ing helicopters with some 
a i rpowe r . And we got a lot of air 
power there,” he sakL 

Mr. Bush said the escort fin- U.N. 
mspectioa teams would be provided, 
“if required — and if you asked me 
whether I thought it would be or not, 
Td say * 00 .’ ” 

But be said Iraq should not mis- 
judge tbe resolve of the world com- 
munity to make it honour the cease- 
fire 

“There is too much at stake. Tbe 


on Thursday, U.S. Defence r 
Department spokesman Pete Wil- 
liams said die U.S. military would 
soon send Patriot air defence m ad w 
and lannclien from Europe 10 Saudi. 
Arabia at the request of tbe Sands. 

The announcement that Patriots' 
would be provided was made by the' 
White House Wednesday. Mr. Wil- 
liams said he did not know how many 
would be sent or exactly when, but 
said American troops would be pro- 
vided to man die batteries. 

Saudi Arabia agreed last year to 
buy 36 Patriot launchers and their 
missiles for $984 million. But those 
Patriots, which were succes sful in . 
shooting down Iraqi Scud ramies fa 
the Gulf war. wffl not be delivered 
until late in 1993. 

Despite the U.N. Security Courr 
eft’s dispute wife Baghdad about the 
inspections, it adopted a reaotaboo . 


Thursday clearing the way for Iraq to 
sell $1.6 bftfion fa oil over a six-month 
period. 

Earlier this summer, Mr. Bush also ’ 
had threatened a military strike 
•gainst Iraq over its refusal to unveil 
its nucle ar prog ramm es to U.Ni in- 
spectors. 

Saud i Arabian officials, whose 
country would be a main base for My 
new a tt acks, have been sparse with 
their public statements on the issue. 
Oncd, Saudi defence m ini ste r Prince ' 
Sultan cn mmfn iffff that a fiesh strike ' 
on Iraq was a matter of decision only 
by the U.N. Sec uri ty Council. 

For eign Minister Pri n ce finaal, on 
a risk to London, reiterated the same 
line, saying the U.N. resolution* were ‘ 
the key. 
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CHURCHES 


?bnr of Naan* Cbarefa S«5^-, 
V?' 319740 

.abUcs of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Qarch of the Anamtdadaa Tel. 
637440. 

De h Salle Charch Tel. 661757 
Temsmta Orach Tel: 622366 


Church of the Aamariitlai TeL 
623541. 

Anpku Church TeL 625383. TeL 
628S43. 

Armenian Catholic Charch Tel. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Charch Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraba Charch TeL 771751. 
Amman loternattoual Charch Tel. 
685326. 

Erragelcnl Lutheran Charch Tel: 
811295. 

The Gbareh of Jcsas Chrfat ef Latter- 

Dmj Satan TeL 823824. 654932 
Charch of W t aarr a f TeJ. 675691. 

WEATHER 

BuHctin supplied by the Department of 

Meteorology. 

It will be partly cloudy and relatively 
add with a possibility of showers on 
b9y areas. Winds wifl be nort h w es ter- 
ly moderate to bosh. In Aqaba k wffl 
be duty and winds w0l .be northerly 
moderate to fresh and seas calm. 

Min. /Max. temp. 

Amman 15/26 

Aqaba 22/34 

Desera 16/30 

Jordan Vafley 20/33 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 


Vie 


•*15 

1M* 

14c*S 


man 26, Aqaba 33. Humidity readings: 
Amman 77 per cent, Aqaba 37 per 
cent. 


NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Keyed Halayqa 793522 

Dr. Abdul Qadcr A1 Lain 696048 

Dr. Abdal Wafaab Awad 846070 

Dr. Wa&dSmadi 683266 

Fires pharmacy 

Feulows phifittftfy . 

A1 Ascma pharmacy .. 

Nairoakh pharmacy ... 

A1 £»him ph J i mmy 
Yaooob pharmacy .. 

Shmtittm pharmacy 


661912 

778336 

— 637055 

623672 

636730 

644945 

637660 
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Dr. Ayman Abu] Haija . 
A1 Suns’ pharmacy .... 


(275825) 


ZARQA: - 

Dr. Hisham Hiyasat .... 
Hn l iMi pt um my mmmmm 


— — ( — )■ 
...985417 


food Control Centre 637111 

GvO Defence Department 661111 

CSvfl Defence I mm edia te 

Rescue. 630341 

CSvfl Defence Em e rg en cy ........... 199 

Rescue Poficc 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway PoBee 843402 

Traffic PoBre 896390 

PabQc Scanty Department 630321 

Hotel ComptainC 605800 

Price Complaints 661176' 

Water and Sewerage 

C o mpl a i nts.... 897467 

'Annum Ifnacptfiiy 

Comp la int* 787111 

Telephone Infbnnatioa 
(dereetoryagat an ce) ............. 121 

Overseas Calls >....010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repaid.. 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repaid 661101 

Jordan Tdcvtsbn 773111 

Radio Jordan ...„ 774111 

Wrier Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Co mpany . 6 36381 

RJ FBgfal Information ... 08- 53200 

Queen Alfa Inti. Airport. 08-53200 


Ottwr Flights (Turmlnal 2) 


Beaut (ME) 
.. Sanaa (1Y) 
Cairo (MS) 
Pwix(AF) 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Husem Mo fi c fi l Qt?utic 
Khsiidi Maternity, J. Amu 
AkSeh Maternity, J. Aam. 
Jabal Amman Maternity... 

Mafeis, J. Amman 

Palestine, Shnvfif "* 

Uanaritjr H/Mpfcd 

Al-Maasber Hospital ... 

The Mamie. AbdaH 

ALAhfi. AbdaE 

Italian, Al-Mnbapcea .... 

Al-Bashir, J. Asfarafieh 

Army. Marks 

Queen Aha Hospital 

Anu! Hospital ............... 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital ...... 

Zarqa National Hospital .. 

Ibo Sina Hospital 

AlHDou Modem Hospitals 
DUHD: 

Prioceat Banna Hospital „ 
Greek Catbobe Hospital 
Ibo A1 Nafeci Hospital..... 
AQABA: 

Ptinceas Hays Hospital .... 


.813813/32 
.. 644281/6 
.. 642441/2 
— 642362 

— 636140 
.. 664171/4 

669131 

84S845 

— 667227/9 
.. 666127/37 

664164/6 
... 777101/3 
..775111/26 
.891611/15 
. 602240/50 

— 674155 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 



Uppet/kmer price 
■■a, • 


ffla per kg. 


This mfono M tiOB 'Btappbed by Royal . 
J or dani an (RJ) information depart- 
ment at tbe Queen A & i latenational- 
Airport Tel. (08)S3200-5. where H 
should afwape be voided. 


Roy»] Jordanian (BJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) ' 


Apple 

Banana 

Banana (Mokaourar) .. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FBgMs 
(Tormina! 1) ' 


(09)986732 
- (09)990990 



0645 

Singapore, Koala Lwnpor (1 
AbuDtabifj 

MeM 


IfcM 


«3§ 

— Aqaba ( 

MmmJN 

1*35 


1140 

1140 

nt.Mlnnim.iMUh.... Doila (! 

1148 


17x30 



U48 

Cairo ft 


true 

1*15 ... 
21240.. 
1248 ... 
1*08 ... 
Lh25 ... 
12*5 
1 20* ... 
13ri> — 
t fa* _ 
025 ..., 
MM ... 
MOO ... 
2*M 
21*0 ... 
21 50 
22MS.. 


Bcfitui 

— — Aqaba ( 

Doha! 

— Tripoli 4 

— Vienna ( 

... — Bnasds, Loodoo | 
A mst e r d am . New York | 

...... Rome | 

... Geneva, Paris j 

..Madrid! 


CaaBflbwer 

Eqptaai ..... 

Garik: 


Grape* .............. 


........ — . Frankfort! 

Caret 

Madrid! 

Dol»| 

Jeddah ( 


Aba Dhabi I 

Dubai (JU) 

Doha(RJ) 


1*15 


-Dotal 


Oth tr Right* (Tarmlnal 2 ) 



Watermelon 


. 700/ 650 
500/450 
450 / 400 
550/4S0 
ISO/ KU 
. 280/220 
180/120 
.320/280 
-250/200 
1000/900 
900 / 800 
220/160. 
. 350/300 
200/150 
380/320 
900/800 
250 / 200 
•400 / 350 
700/600 
500 / 400 
240/180 
380/320 
300 / 250 
600 / 500 
300/240 
130*0 

i»r» 


* 


v 
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Jordan to sign agreement on 
financial aspects of building 
desalination plant 


By Nor Stitt 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — . Jordan "will sign 
on agreement Sonday witb an 
English and Italian firm cm 
financial aspects of building a . 
plant in Aqaba that would util- 
ise solar energy to desalinate 
foe Red Sea: water. 

Beca u se the situation in the 
country has readied the red 
line and Amman' is witnessing 
a sho rtage of 90,000 cubic 
nfetres of water every day, the 
project is designed to meet the 
■ country's needs for drinking,' 
industrial and agricultural pur- 
poses, according to officials. 

“The plant -would offer a 
lucrative solution for water us- 
ing indigenous sources of ener- 
gy.” said Dr. Hani Mulki, 
president of the Royal Scien- 
tific Society (RSS). * 

The plant is designed as a _ 
scientific and economic yen- " 
turd foe the southern part of 
the region. If it is successful the 
project will be launched in' 
other parts of the Kingdom, be 
said. 

According to the . Italian 
team, Termomeccanica and 
Cesen, who together with' the 
English team. Desert Consul- 
tants Ltd., submitted the re- 
port to Jordanian experts, the * 
process for desalting the water 
is reverse osmosis winch is 
coupled with the production of 
energy by photovoltaic. 
Photavoltaic is the process in 

winch tWO iftswnihr maf<-riak 

pressed into tight contact act as 
an electric cell when strode by 
fight or other radiant energy, ff 
the free ends of the two mate- 
rials axe connected by a wire, 
an electric ani ent flows which 
can be used to measure the 
brightness of foe incident tight 
or to power an electric circuit. 

Giorgio Donega, foe Italian 
team's executive-vice presi- 
dent, said that “the area in 
Aqaba is already structured for 
us and as soon as financing of' 
foe project is available we can 
start this project” 

The plant would begin pro- 
ducing desalinated water 12 
months after the design is. 
approved, be said. ; 

A seminar organised by foe 
•RSS Wednesday focused atteasr- 
tfoo on for? issue. Attehdfafg-r 
werfc represefat^tives from foe: 
Mmistiy of SiEsjrgy and j^hwtr- 
al Resources, RSS staff and foe 
Italian and British firms. 
Among the discussions was foe 
technical aspect at the plant 
and its feasibility. 

“Desalination alone is feasi- 
ble” Dr. Mulki said. “It has 
been used for a long tttne in the 


Gulf and Saadi Arabia, but the 
econo m ic feasibility is some- 
thing we have to took carefully 
into.” 

- The cost of the plant is not 
yet known but Dr. Mulki said, 
“We have to estimate foe cost 
of the water and calculate what 
the returns of the project is in 
totality.” . 

The Jordanian team is took- 
tog at foe possibility for a 
B.O.T. (built, operate and 
transfer) financing, where foe 
consortium will build the 
e qui pme n t, run it for a few 
years and after that transfer it 
to the go v er nm ent. The cost 
will be nude public once the 
financial aspects are discussed 
with foe RSS. 

Desert Consultants Presi- 
dent Jean Paul Airs raid that 
there will not be any negative 
impact on Jordan in terms of 
foe env ir onment- “Solar ener- 
gy is the cleanest form (of 
energy). It will not pollute the 
atmosphere especially the wa- 

fl . 

cars. 

Desert Consultants is a com- 
pany that has two world pa- 
tents for pollution monitoring, 
he said. “Apart from designing 
projects, consultancy on water 
and its monitoring, we monitor 
the atmosphere, soil, 
meteorology and ail types of 
water,” Mr. Airs said. 

As fer as operations are con- 
cerned, it is one of foe easiest 
plants to operate because it has 
a static power supply, “Mr. 
Donega said. 

The plant will supply about 
450 cubic metres of water a 
day. It will operate during the 
daylight but it is also possible 
to supply energy with diesel 
generators which will allowthe 
production of water during foe 
night if needed. 

The project, which will 
address one of foe most press- 
ing problems in foe Kingdom, 
Was received with interest on 
the part of the participants. 
This Sunday, foe English and 
Italian, firms wiR bold discus- 
sions with the RSS to come to 
an agreement and sign the pro- 
tocol of foe agreement in the 
■ financial aspects of the project. 

There were -many ,<fiscus- 
skms-on foe pros -and cons of 
supplying, water through pipe. 


ter through pfaafoVoltifie or 
conventional systems, Mr. ‘Airs 
said. “This system, once 
proven, will be the saving 
grace of many towns in Jor- 
dan,” he said. 

Desert Consultants have 
already built similar projects in 
Columbia^ Jamaica. Ethiopia, 
Mauritania and Tanzania. 


; Lower House speaker discusses 
. 4 accomplishments at end of term ■ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat, the speaker of foe 
,Lower House of Parliament, cap- 
ped one year in office by 
holding a press' conference on 
Thursday. 

Dr. Arabiyat, who belongs to 
the Muslim' Brotherhood bloc in 
the House and who intends to run 
for a second term, told the press 
conference he believed in the 
three power system of govern- 
ment — the executive, the lejttsla- 
•five and the judicial in accordance 
to the Constitution. 

The Jordanian Constitution 
draws dear fines- between the 
three powers and entrusts the 
King with running state affairs 
through Ins ministers. 

The Salt deputy also reviewed 
the House’s activities during its . 
extraordinary summer session 
that lasted for two-months. “The 
House held 14 sessions and pas- 
sed 13 bills,” Dr. Arabiyat raid. 

The agenda for foe House’s 
e xt raordinary session had been 
foe subject of co n t ro versy- The 
Horae had submi t te d its own 
agenda for approval by a Royal 


decree, but their agenda was 
moderated by the decree and 
some deputies accused the gov- 
ernment, at the first session, of 
tampering with foe House agen- 
da. ' 

- The agenda indhded a number 
of ordinary b£Bs and draft laws 
bnt excluded the much-awaited- 
for law on political parties. 

Dr. Arabiyat then reviewed the 
work of the- House’s various com- 
mittecs audits Secretariats. He 
said foe House had received 154 
compfamts from ordinary citizens 
and re f erred them to its adminis- 
trative committee. 

Chi another matter. Dr. Ara- 
biyat' said that 16 suspects ac- 
cused of plotting against foe state 
and of carrying attacks on indi- 
viduals and security officials have 
been t ransfer red to foe “utifitary 
raison” in Zaiqa..He said “thesr' 
(the suspects 0 “ lawyers -and 
family/ can v«it them now.” 
Another two, Ismail Al Bishari 
and Jamal Abu Jame’, are being 
sought by a military judge fra 
“conspiracy to change the Con- 
stitution by unlawful means.” . 






King congratulates Malta 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Friday seal a 
cable to foe president of Malta to congratulate him In fe name 
and hrimif of the Jordanian g overnm ent and people on Malta’s 
rational day. King Hussein wished the president good health and - 
tile Maltese people farther progress and prosperity. 

Delegation leaves for Indonesia 

AMMAN (Bet ra) —Speaker of thelower House of Phrinmeat 
left Thursday for Indoneria a head of a Jordanian pazfiameatazy 
delegation. In its week-tong visit, foe delegation wifi hold talks 
with Indo ne s ia n ctffidaifpn ways of enhancing bfiaieral coopera- 
tion. " 

Minister heads for Morocco 

AMMAN (Petra) — Public Works and. Housing Minster Saad 
Hayel Sufour toft Amman for Morocco Friday to take partin the 
19fo International Conference winch will start m Mnrakcah 
Saturday. The wcdc-toqg conference wiH discuss working papers 
deafing with toad pvogecte in nsriraw states of the world and ways 
otdcsigmngapd n n rintanuog roads. 



Hh Majesty King Hussein and other officials pray it King 


AbduOab Mosque 


King attends prayers on 
anniversary of Prophet 
Mohammad’s birthday 


HOLY OBSERVANCES — The 
Royal Court Friday announced 
that in -received cables of good 
wishes addressed to His Majesty 
King Hussein from representa- 
tives of various public and private 
organisations and senior govern- 
ment officials on the anniversary 
of the Prophet Mohammad’s 
birthday. ■ * 

Among those sending cables 
were the prime minister, speakers 
of Parliament,' die Army chief of 
staff, the chief justice, heads of 
security, civil defence and intelli- 
gence: departments. 

On the eve of the anniversary, 
King Hussein, accompanied by 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and other mem- 
bers of the Royal family, attend- 


ded.a religious ceremony held at 
the' King Abdujlah Mosque in 

Amman 

Preachers and scholars, includ- 
ing Minister of Awqaf and Ma- 
mie Affairs Raef Nijem, made 
addresses outfining foe import- 
ance of the anniversary for the 
Muslim nation and urging "wor- 
shippers to adhere to Islamic. 
teaching ! that call for unity. The 
speakers greeted the Paletfinian 
people under Israeli occupation 
and praised their heroic steadfast- 
ness in the face of Israeli repres- 
sion. 

As part of the observances, all 
government institutions and pub- 
tic organisations will remain 
doted today. 


Health team begins study of 
malnutrition in Kura District 


DEIR ABI SAID (Petra) — A 
team of health workers from foe 
Ministry of Health, the United 
Nation s Orikfern’s Fund (UN- 
ICEF) and foe Department of 
Statistics has embarked on a sur- 
vey on the health condition of 
children under five years of age in 
foe Kura District near Irbid. 

According to the director of 
foie Health Education Depart- 
ment at foe } .Health Ministry, 
Hani Shammont, the survey 
seeks to identify the way children 
in the town are being fed, their 
growth and whether foe food, 
'offered to thoiehildrfen is suffi- 
cient arid' includes triple. I p-‘ 

Tbc team also will provide guir 
. dance to the mothers on healthy 
ways of feeding their babies so as 
to prevent diseases related to 
malnutrition, said Dr.' Shamro- 
out, who hea d; the team. 

Should negative aspects appear 
in the study, the * .Health De- 
partment in foe district of Kura 
wflj have to deal with the situa- 
tion and find proper solution. Dr. 
Shammont said. 

The department director in 
Knxa, Jamal Sharman, said that 
the survey will also give indica- 
tions about foe success of the 
national - vaccination campaign 
bang conducted in tta district. He 
■raid that the survey- was part of a 
comprehensive study' being con- 
ducted by foe Heahh Ministry in 
various provinces. 

According to former UNICEF 
Regional Director Richard Reid, 
Jordanian children are Ekety to 
fall victim, to malnutrition. He 
said that early signs have led 
experts to believe that malnutri- 
tion may be on the increase as a 


result of economic difficulties the 
country is facing due to foe Gulf 
crisis. 

He told the Jordan Times in an 
interview before the .campaign 
started late last year that whenev- 
er a country enters a time of 
hardship, malnutrition is always a 
companion. 

Coinriding with the campaign 
in the Kura District, the Health 
Ministry said that despite the 
consequences of foe Gulf crisis, 
birth rates in Jordan are consi- 
dered among the highest in foe 
world. • • 

- The ministry quoted artistic - 1 
al bulletin issnedby. its Planning 
Departnienf assa^gtbe major- 
ity of people in Jordan are be- 
tween 15 -and 50 years of age. 
Mortality rates have declined 
■ sharply, especially among infants 
thanks to the improving quality of 
health services, according to the 
ministry. 

It said that deaths among the 
population from infectious dis- 
eases now stand at 7 per cent and 
that natural population growth 
stands at 3.4 per cent life expec- 
tancy has risen from 54 to 67. 

• The figures and statistics wire 
released on the eve of Interna- 
tional Child Day, which is 
observed in October by several 
organisations in Jordan. ' 

A committee entrusted with 
preparing for foe Kingdom's 
celebrations of Child Day is mak- 
ing arrangements for week-long 
activities. The Noor Al Hussein 
Foundation (NHF), which is 
spearheading foe celebrations, 
said that the events to be orga- 
nised in various provinces will 
start on Oct. 7. 


Role of zakat committees and 
ways of collecting the funds debated 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Wtaris- 
tiy of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs’ 
councils and committees held a 
meeting Thursday under the 
chairmanship of Hits Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan to 
discuss ways of activating foe role 
of zakat (alms for the poor) com- 
mittees. 

Participants in the meeting, 
which was held at King Abdullah- 
Mosque in Amman, were split 
over the issue of enacting a bind- 
ing zakat law which will make it 
com pulso ry for every able Mus- 
lim to pay zakat to the govern- 
ment, which will distribute the 
moneys to the poor. 

One group held the view that 
the law should be. enacted im- 
mediately since zakat is one of 
. the fundamental requirements of 
Mam. ** 

They called on the ministries of 
Finance, Social Development and 
Awqaf to coordinate amongst 
themselves in implementing the 
law after it is enacted and sug- 


gested that it undergoes several 
amendments before being pre- 
sented to the Lower House of 
Pariiament for approval. 

The other group rejected this 
view and proposed enacting the 
law gradually because of the 
many obstacles standing in the 
way of its immediate implementa- 
tion. 

Prince Hassan criticised the 
methods followed by zakat com- 
mittees in collecting funds and 
said these methods will prove 
ineffective if it was made obhga- 
.toiy for every Muslim to pay 
zakat money. 

“When we say that Tslam is fit 
for every time and place, we 
should find a way to achieve foe 
goals of zakat in accordance with 
this view,** the Crown Prince said. 

According to Hi# Royal High- 
ness, one of -foe-ways to achieve 
this goal is by making people who 
depend on the zakat. fund produc- 
tive members of foe society “and 
this could thus serve our goal of. 


reaching self dependence.”- 

Another obstacle that stands in 
the way of enacting foe law. 
Prince Hassan added, is the fact 
that articles included in a draft 
law calling for making zakat com- 
pulsory do not introduce solu- 
tions to problems that might arise 
in case it is enacted. 

' Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Minister Raef .Nijem, who 
attended foe meeting, said Jor- 
dan was cine of foe few states 
which implemented zakat law af- 
ter it was enacted by the late King 
Abdullah Ben. Al Hussein in 
1944. This law, foe minis ter said, 
had undergone, several amend- 
ments and was replaced by 
another 'law which has been in 
effect since 1988. 

The shortcomings of the cur- 
rent law, according to Mr. Nijem, 
is foe fact that it. is not binding.. 
He added' that this law does, not 
organise ways of collecting and 
distributing zakat money, in a 
proper way. 


The minister stressed the. need 
for the state to take over the 
process of collecting and distribut- 
ing foe zakat funds in accordance 
with the teachings of foe Holy 
Koran. 

In another development. Social 
Development Minister Awni Al 
Bashir said that the ministry has 
allocated JD 500,000 to be distri- 
buted to the needy before foe end 
of 1991. 

In a meeting for directors of 
several of the ministry's depart- 
ments, Dr. Bashir said foe dd 
will be distributed to needy fami- 
lies on monthly basis. 

He called directors of foe de- 
partment to study the cases of 
the needy and to conduct 1 field 
surveys' and then submit the final 
results to the ministry, which wCJ 
.decide, on the amount of aid. 

Participants in' the meeting 
stressed the need to support chr r- 
ity societies by -the ministry t 
activate Its role in supporting t>. . 
official sector in this regard. 


ESCWA 
opens 
office 
in Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Western Asia 
(ESCWA) has launched its re- 
gional operations from Amman 
on a temporary baas due to the 
difficulties' involved in maintain- 
ing such operations in ESCWA’s 
permanent headquarters in Bagh- 
dad. 

ESCWA’s Executive Director 
Tayseer Abdul Jaber and Foreign 
Minister Abdullah Ensour signed 
foe document, which prorides for 
priveleges and immunities for the 
office and its international em- 
ployees in Amman. . 

Under the agreement, foe 
Jordanian government gives its 
consent for such facilities in order 
to enable the ESCWA office to 
cany out its duties and activities. 

U.N. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar had earlier in- 
structed ESCWA to gather afl its 
employees and -establish this tem- 
porary office in AinnTarf by the 
.end of August 1991'.' ' 

_ ESCWA had- established a 
liaison office in Amman in Octo- 
ber 1990 following the outbreak 
of the Gulf crisis which prevented 
the office in Baghdad from 
undertaking its operations and 
services in foe region. 

According to Dr. Abdul Jaber, 
ESCWA will be serving foe West- 
ern Asian region from Amman 
and will organise meetings re- 
lated to its activities. So far, 
ESCWA has organised several 
meetings related to the protection 
of foe environment in the Arab 
region. 

Upon the conclusion of the 
agreement. Dr. Abdul Jaber 
announced the appointment of 
several regional consultants on 
tiie environment and water re- 
sources to work for the ESCWA 
office m Amman. Dr. Abdul 
Jaber said that environmental 
and water issues one of the priori- 
ties of bis office's activities, which 
are carried out in Jordan, Syria, 
Iraq, the Gulf states, Yemen, 
Egypt, Lebanon and Palestine. 


Controversy erupts over man ’s plans 
to marry two women at same wedding 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An invitation 
card to a wedding ceremony in 
Irbid has created a social con- 
troversy among' a wide sector 
of the public and consternation 
to Jordanian families, promp- 
ting religious people as weD as 
the governor of Irbid to inter- 
fere to prev e nt a scandal. . 

The - invitation - card 
announced the Wedding of 
Amin, son of Sheikh Yousef 
Al Jamrah from Irbid, to two 
brides at the same time. The 
bridegroom, whose father is a 
wealthy businessman. Is only 
19-year-dd while the brides to * 
be are 18-and 21 -years old, 
respectively. Sources dose to 
the family said that the 
bridegroom wait still doing 
national service and is not in- 
volved in any occupation yet. 

According to the invitation 
card, the wedding was sche- 
duled far Friday m Irbid and 
original arrang ements for this 
strange wedding could have 
gone on unhindered had it not 
been for a local journalist -and 
a women liberation activist, 
Znleikha Abo Rishe. 

Ms. Aba Rishe told the Jor- 
dan Times that the lodged a 
strong protest with Chief Isfa- 
mic Justice Sheikh Mohammad 
Mheflan over this matter, not- 


ing that such a marriage was 
totally in contradiction .with 
religious and social norms in 
the Kingdom. 

Sheikh Mheflan said that 
although Islam allows a man to 
many more than one woman 
and he can conclude written 
contracts for a wedding to those 
women, he cannot consum- 
mate the marriages at the same 
time. 

Ms: Abu Rishe sajd that 
Sheikh Mheflan called the gov- 
ernor of Irbid, Fayez Abbadi, 
to interfere, and arrange for the 
wedding to have different 


Mel Abu Rishe bad told the 
chief Islamic justice that it was 
the duty of the heads of the 
Islam ic community to ' prevent 
such marriages, which destabil- 
ise social norm in an Mamin 
society. According to the 
sources, the governor of Irbid 
called in the father of the 
bridegroom ami arranged with 
him to bold the. wedding cere- 
monies on separate occasions 
and on d iff e r e n t dates. 

The sources' said that the 
bridegroom intends to keep 
the two brides in the same 
btime living in two separate 
bedrooms. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

■fr An bM > Wo b of naive pafartng from Ger many at Abdul 
Hauecd Shaman Foundation Gallery. 

& Exhibition of paintings by Omar Bsoal at the French CnftnraJ 
Centre. 

* Plastic art exUbitfon by Nidal Jamoos at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

-fr Erikflfltkm of ceramics by Iraqi artist Salam AJ Notni at Alia 
Ait Gallery. 

^ faUMfloa of paintings and **— — Hfr? by Iraqi artists Nadfan 
fefahmn, Haifa) MafaB and Haider Al Maarouf at Hotel 
Jordan 

■$t German fifan entitled “Makar” (Engfeh subtitled) at the 
Goethe Institute — 8 pa 


Despite lack of support, 

Jordan continues restoration 
project of holy shrines 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan has 
spent $6 miTHr >n on the recon- 
struction and repair of the Dome 
of the Holy Rode and the Al 
Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem and 
has recevied very little donations 
for this canse from Islamic coun- 
tries, according to His Rpyal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
and Minister of Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affairs Raef Nijem. 

The Crown Prince and the 
minis ter focused attention on the 
need to raise sufficient funds for 
the project in Jerusalem and die 
need for Islamic countries to real- 
ise the facts about the situation in 
Jerusalem under occupation rule. 

Addressing a meeting con- 


vened by .the Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs, the Crown 
Prince said that foe Dome of foe 
Holy Rock is exposed to environ- 
mental effects which cause exten- 
sive damage to the structure. 
There is a need tor Muslims to 
adopt a strategy to deal with tins 
issue as soon as possible, foe 
Crown Prince added. 

Jordan’s appeals for- the Mus- 
lim world to provide assistance to 
foe Kingdom to carry out the 
project repairs drew very little 
response but Jordan has con- 
tinued its efforts to protect the 
shrine, which was exposed to 
arson following Israel’s occupa- 
tion of the Holy City. 


All Islamic issues, including the 
repair of the Dome of the Holy 
Rock, should be dealt with at the 
coming Islamic summit to be held 
in Dakar in November, the 
Grown Prince said. 

Mr. Nijem said that foe repair 
and restoration work at Al Aqsa 
Mosque and the Dome of the 
Rock started in 1970. Jordan has 
spent $5 million while other Mus- 
lims countries’ donation over foe 
past two decades barely reached 
$13 million. 

The minister, said that Jordan’s 
efforts to raise donations for the 
project drew very little response 
from other Musfim countries. 


Jordan and U. S . government 
agree on $31m financing package 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A series of 
agreements totalling $31.1 mil- 
lion in new funding for the King- 
dom were signed Thursday by 
Minister of Planning Had Fariz, 
U.S. Ambassador Roger G. Har- 
rison and William T. Oliver, 
director of the U.S. Agency for 
International Development’s 
(USAID) Amman office. 

The agreements provide 
financing for one new project and 
four ongoing projects and prog- 
rammes supported by foe U.S. 
Government in Jordan. 

The new project is known as 
Family Health Services and will 
assist Jordan in strengthening its 
primary health care sySteih with a 
focus on mothers and infants. 
Initial financing provided for this 
project today totals $33 million. ■ 

A major new tranche of fund- 
ing, $21.7 mflHoD, is being added 
to the ongoing U.S. Commodity 


Import Programme. This program- 
me supports Jordan's need dor 
foreign exchange by financing im- 
ports required from the U.S. 
market. Dinars generated by. the 
programme are used to support 
other development activities in 
the country. 

' Other projects receiving 
financing include the Loan. 
Guarantee Project for Small En- 
terprise Development ($3 mil- 
lion), foe Technical Services and. 
Feasi bility Studies Project 
(TSFS ) ($1.9 million) and foe 
PETRA Project ($1 million). 

The Loan Guarantee Project, 
being implemented through foe 
Indietrial Development- Bank, is 
designed to support the commer- 
cial banking sector's efforts to 
fund small business projects 
throughout the Kingdom. 

TSFS helps foe Government of 


Jordan to finance feasibility and 
other technical studies needed to 
analyze new development activi- 
ties for Jordan'. Ongoing work 
under this project mdndes a 
study of the expansion of the 
wastewater treatment plant at Al 
Samra. 

New financing for PETRA will 
support new production and em- 
ployment activiti es in Jordan. 
Currently, major PETRA actions 
are underway with many of Jor- 
dan’s private voluntary societies 
and through the country's de- 
velopment's banking institutions. ' 

Provision of these new funds 
complements a grant of $27 mil- 
lion for the importation’ of corn 
and sorghum made earlier this 
year and marks the full resump- 
tion of -U.S. development assist- 
ance to Jordan, which was inter- 
rupted' by foe Gulf Crisis. - 


Police searching for two alleged 
members of illegal organisation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Police Friday 
continued their search for two 
fugi tives sought for their, alleged 
role in the secret organisation 
"(Prophet) Mohammad’s 
Army.” 

On Wednesday, a State Secur- 
ity Court judge gave the two 
fugitives, Ismail Al Bishawi and 
Jamal Abu JameT, 10 days to 
surrender to authorities or face 
trial in absentia. 

The judge. Colonel Yousef 
Fanri, charged the two men with 
attempting “to change the con- 
stitution of the country through' 
unlawfnl means.” He also 
charged them with “the posses- 


sion Of unlicensed arms for illegal 
use,” and as being- members, of in 
illegal organisation; “(Prophet) 
Mohammad’s Army.” - 

Judge Fanri also accused foe 
two of . collecting funds for an 
unauthorised ‘ organisation. The 
judge ordered security forces to 
arrest the.two and deliver them to 
court. He asked- the two to sur- 
render or face the placing of their 
properties under government 
control. 

The two are among 18 
“(Prophet) Mohammad’s Army” 
members accused of plotting 
pgainst the state and planting 
tombs at individuals' or officials’ 


cars. One security officer and 
priest’s child were victims of c 
bombs earlier this year. " 
The 16 other defendants a 
. being detained at Zarqa Mifitai 
Prison awaiting trial. Earlier fo 
month, 82 people were, release 
after an investigation revealt 
they had' only kept arms -but tu 
. no intention of using them. 

-A Parliamentary committee a 
cosed the security ' authorities i 
torturing the ' detainees but tb 
government has denied tb 
. charges. The. trial of foe defei 
dants is expected to start ne: 
'week. No photographs of the tv. 
fugitives were released. 


Joint Jordanian-Yemeni committee discusses 
ways of speeding up trade procedures 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Yemen have agreed to speed tip 
procedures related to import- 
export operations between foe 
two countries within the 
framework of an agreement on 
trade and endorsed a set of re- 
commendations which will be 
submitted to the Higher Joint 
Jordanian-Yemeni Committee 
meeting due to open in Amman 
Sunday, 

The agreement was reached by 
the Joint Preparatory Committee 
charred by Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Supply Ali Abul 
Ragheb and his Yemeni counter- 


part, Fadel Musen, and 
announced at the conclusion of a 
two-day meeting in Amman. 

The Yemeni minister said in a 
statement that Yemen and Jor- 
dan maintain strong ties and are 
determined to launch coopera- 
tion projects in all fields, particu- 
larly agriculture, construction 
and oil. 

He said that Yemen could be- 
nefit from. Jordan's expertise in 
technology, universiiy education, 
-hospitals and factories. 

Referring to foe return to Ye- 
men by expatriates in the wake of 
foe Gulf crisis. Mr. Muhsen said 


that his country bad sustained 
losses estimated at $2 billion in 
lost expatriate remittances. Ye- 
mcn. he said, fr now struggling to 
overcome foe consequences of 
this crisis. 

According- to Mr. Abul 
Ragheb, the two sides reviewed 
various field& of prospective 
cooperation in preparation for 
the Sunday meeting. The higher 
committee meeting is to be co- 
chaired by Prime Minister Taher 
Masri and Ins Yemeni counter- 
part, Haider Abu Baker .Al 
Attes, who is expected here - to- 
day. 
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Choice to be made 


AS UJS. SECRETARY of State Jamies Baker’s latest effort 
to iron out the ranaming d iff erences between the Arab and 
• Israeli side comes to an end, the focus of the world’s 
attention is mice again on the Palestinian side. With the 
mitinl si gnals from the FLO suggesting a rejection of the 
U.S. assurances mi the projected peace talks as unsatisfac- 
tory, there were fears that the Palestinians would boycott 
prospective peace negotiations and dash all hopes attached 
to the U.S.-brokered peace process. 

Fortunately, the early reports about the negative stance of 
tbe FLO turned out not to be the final word. The derision to 
dispatch Dr. h«mm Ashrawi to Amman to seek additional 
clarifications from Mr. Baker brought new hopes to the 
ongoing search for a workable framework for the upcoming 
peace parley acceptable to aQ the parties concerned, fife 
Majesty King Hussein struck a note of optimism at his press 
conference Thursday with the visiting secretary of state 
when he stated that m the final analysis common sense 
weak! prevail and the Palesthdans would not let this last 
opportunity to salvage what can be salvaged dip away. King 
Hessen was dear in Ms assessment that supreme national 
responsibility dictates that the Palestinians do not miss this 
chance and abandon ship so late in the process even though 
the terms and conditions of the peace conference may not be 
perfect for the Arab side. Mr. Baker was probably right to 
say that the Palestinians would have the most to lose from 
not participating in the peace talks became they have the 
most to gain from any positive outcome of tbe negotiations. 
This assessment corresponds wefl with Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat’s own thinking that without early peace 
negotiations, the Jodaisation of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip would become so complete that nothing would be left 
to salvage or talk about if Israel gets its way unchecked. 

The odds are in favour of the Palestinians agreeing to join 
the peace talks in October or November. Of course they 
have to weigh their options very careftally before they or any 
other party accept or reject tbe proposed peace negotiations 
that aim to bring peace and justice to the peoples and 
countries of the Middle East. The feet that Washington is 
openly and dearly committed to U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338, however, is a sufficient assurance 
that Israel wffl have the U.S. with all its weight to gragyple 
with if the Israelis opt for contiimed obstinacy and 
recalcitrance. It could not have escaped the attention of the 
PLO that the American commitment that these resolutions 
apply and wiH apply to the entire occupied terri tori e s, 
including the Golan Height is already sending shudders 
across the Israeli establishment and causing consternation 
and anxiety throughout toe political landscape in IsraeL The 
bottom line is that without the peace process, the Israelis 
would be given ttterafly a free hand to do what they tike with 
the occupied territor i es and to control the ftitare of the 
Palestinian people inside and in the diaspora. We certainly 
do not want to sound like the prophets of doom on this one, 
nor do we want our Palestinian brothers to be coerced into, 
doing something that goes agamst their national interest. 
But the facts speak for themselves, and all we can say that 
the Palestinians must be allowed the ultimate choke. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’V Arabic daily voiced astonishment and dismay at 
Washington's fresh threats against Iraq and preparations for 
further air strikes against Iraqi towns unless Baghdad complies 
with the wishes of the U.S. administration and destroys its nuclear 
and biological weapons. The paper said that the threats, which 
coincide with U.S. Secretary of State James Baker’s seventh tour 
of the Middle East to bring about a Middle East peace settlement, 
are causing real concern among the Arab masses. As there is no 
real cause for issuing such threats at this moment, because Iraq 
has displayed total cooperation with the U.N. teams searching for 
mass destruction weapons, there can be only one interpretation, 
■and that is the U.S. seeks to subdue the Arab win and to force tbe 
-other Arabs to accept the U.S.-Israeli alliance’s terms for a 
settlement at the Palestinian question, the paper argued. It said 
that Washington had directed Mr. Baker to embark on his new 
mission to serve as a cover for America's aggression against Iraq 
which, once degraded and subdued, would render the other 
Arabs helpless and accept the mandatory terms and conditions of 
their enemies. Should the Arabs refuse to accept the humiliating 
terms and conditions, said the paper, Washington would wash its 
hands of the whole affair and accuse the Arabs of obstructing a 
peaceful settlement. No one can believe Washington’s claim that 
the peace process is progressing at a time when it prepares for a 
new aggression against Iraq, said the paper. It said peace is 
indivisible and a new aggression can only smear Washington's 
hands with Arab blood. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily has called for the formation of 
a women's political party which can defend women's causes and 
about justice and equality within tbe Jordanian society. MrHa 
Aba Risheh said that she had read various ideas offered by 
politicians preparing for the formation of political parties in 
Jordan and had found that they differ in objectives and cannot 
serve the interests of women. It is true that die country is full of 
enlightened and educated women struggling to achieve liberation 
for women in Jordan, and it is true that the Jordanian society is 
fttjl of men who are sympathetic with tbe women's cause, but, she 
said, a political party can best represent women’s interests, and 
defend their status in society. The writer called on men to join this 
political party on equal footing and urged women to gather and 
put tins idea into force. Women liberation, she said, should mean 
that women must not serve as second-class persons. She said that 
a women’s political party can lead the way towards fightin g off all 
forms of social backwardness and promote socio-economic 
development in the true sense of the word. 



Bush’s harsh language 


highlights Israel’s divisions 


By Murats Etiason 

The Associated Press 


JERUSALEM — President 
George Bush's harsh words to 
Israel are provoking reactions 
that highlight the deep split in this 
country over fundamental issues 
like peace and settlements. 


Hard-liners say Mr. Bush's atti- 
tude proves the United States is 
not playing honest broker in tfae- 
Mideast peace process, and a few 
have gone so far as to call him 
anti-Semitic. 

But Israeli moderates mainly 
fault their government for de- 
fying Mr. Bush’s wishes and 
building more settlements on 
occupied Arab land. 


Most Israelis are hurt by Mr. 
Bush’s insistence on delaying 
loan guarantees needed for 
absorbing Soviet immigrants and’ 
by other unfriendly remarks he 
made at his news conference last 
week in Washington. 

However, while criticism from 
outsiders often tends to bring 
Israelis rallying round the flag, 
Mr. Bush is getting more support 
and sympathy here than might 
have been expected, given the 
powerful emotions in play. 

“Tbe government will have to 
compromise,” Abba Eban, 


Israel’s dovish former foreign 
minister, wrote Monday in tbe 
daily Maariv. "From tbe outset of 
this crisis, in the American view, 
settlements have been the heart 
of the matter.” 

Speaking for the Hawks, Usd 
Landau claimed Mr. Bush’s 
grand design is to force Israel 
back to its winding, constricted 
pre-1967 borders. 

“We will remember- this admi- - 
justration’s shameless and fickle 
policy,” Mr. Landau, a member 
of parliament for tire ruling Likud. 
Bloc, wrote in the daily Yedioth 
Ahronoth. 

Ever since Israel captured the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip in tbe 
1967 Arab-Israeli war. opinion 
has split roughly down the middle 
between those who believe the 
territories are Israel’s to keep by 
God-given right, and those who 
say at least some land should be 
traded for peace. 

The same division of opinion 
characterises reaction to Mr. 
Bush. 

One camp, represented by Mr. 
Landau, bolds that if Israel yields 
to Mr. Bush, it will signal to the 
Arabs that they can extract major 
concessions before even going to 
the Mideast peace conference 
planned for next month. 

The opposing argument holds 


tint Israel caused the rift by 
pursuing the settlement policy, 
and that it most do everything to 
heal the rift, because it cannot 
afford to alienate its chief military 
and financial backer. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir, for all his passionate 
.nationalism, appears to have 
opted for a truce. This explains 
his restrained reaction to Mr. 
Bush’s rema rks, -aqfltf w haste of 
Sbznor government officials and. 
other respected Israelis to 
squelch the anti-Semitism charge 
levelled against Mr. Bush. 


have to take their views into 
consideration, 1 ' Mr. Rafiah said 
in an interview. 

Another indication of brad's 
eagerness to calm the waters was 
a decision Monday by parlia- 
ment’s Finance Committee to 
freeze a $6.4 million grant to 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied territories. 

“We thought that our enemies 


might use (the grant) as a weapon 
the rut with tbe United 


That charge was made Sunday 
by Rchavam Zeevi, a far-right 
member of Mr. Shamir's cabinet, 
and immediately repudiated by 
Defence Minister Moshe Arens. 

Zvi Rafiah. a consultant on 
U.S. affairs and a former diplo- 
mat in Washington, said he de- 
tected nothing anti-Semitic in Mr. 
Bush’s statements. “It serves no 
useful purpose to cry anti-Semit- 
ism. It is damaging," he said. 


Other commentators recalled 
the efforts Mr. Bush has put into 
winning the right of Soviet and 
Ethiopian Jews to immig rate to 
Israel. 

“I think we have to reach an 
understanding. Being so overde- 
pendent on the United States, we 


to widen the 
States, so I saw fit to postpone 
it,” said committee Chairman 
Rabbi Zeev Feldman. 

The huge amount of newspaper 
space and radio tune devoted to 
int e rpreti ng Mr. Bush’s hostility 
suggests Israelis are having diffi- 
culty coming to terms with a 
president who seems ninety less 
friendly than his predece s sors. 

“President Bush’s body lan- 
guage and hand movements, 
along with his . harsh words, evi- 
denced a hostility which Israelis 
are having a hard time explain- 
ing,” said Dore Gold, an analyst 
of U.S.-Israeli affairs at Td Aviv 
Umversity’s Jaffee Centre for 
Strategic Studies. 

*T believe Bush plays hardball 
with grenades,” Mr. Gold said in 
an interview. “He is doing to 
Israel no less than what he did to 
Michael Dukakis.” 


EC backs off but sheds weakling image 


By Andres Wolberg-Stok 
Reuter 


THE .HAGUE — Although it 
decided' not to intervene in 
Yugoslavia, mere contemplation 
of the use of force may help the 
European Community lose its 
weakling image. 

“It’s like your first try at a 
seven-foot jump,” said a diplo- 
mat. “you know yout’rc not going 
to make It tbe first time round, 
but you still try.” 

The 12-nation block, frustrated 
and split after three months of 
failed efforts to stop the blood- 
shed in Yugoslavia, decided on 
Thursday to shelve proposals for. 
a peacekeeping force. It also said' 
it would not even consider mifit-. 
ary intervention to separate the 
warring republics. 

But the discussion — the first 
serious weighing of mfh'taiy op- 
tions In the EC’s 34-year history . 
— ■ was a milestone in the com- 
munity's main internal debate. 

This hinges on whether econo- 
mic success must be backed by a 
strong common foreign policy, 
and tf this in turn requires the. 
option of military force as a last # 
resort. 

Jacques Defers, president of 
the -EC executive, the European 
Commission, and other EC 
“federalists" have argued that 
without this the community 
although an economic giant, will 
remain a political dwarf. 

“I’m very anxious that we 
shouldn’t exaggerate what we can 
do,” British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd said after blocking 
almrfst single-handedly a power- 
ful Franco-Germany hid to orga- 
nise a peacekeeping force. 

Dutch sources said after thq. 
meeting of EC foreign ministers' 
that Britain prevailed because 
Mr. Hurd’s opponents could not 



beat down his drilling list of the 
-practical dangers involved in 
sending a force. 

For those like France who have 
spent months arguing for an EC 
defence role, the outcome of the 
talks in tbe Hague was a public 
relations disaster, following a 
two-day publidty blitz by Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand in 
favour of the German-backed 
French plan. 

“The EC purists will be 
laughed at by the Americans 
now,” said Martin tacOosker, a 
Brussels-based defence expert at 
the North Atlantic Assembly. “I 
don’t think it will have done the 
advocates of rapid moves towards 
an EC defence identity any 
good." 

French Foreign Minister Ro- 
land Dumas, breaking with tradi- 
tion, kept French journalists 
wafting for hours for a briefing- 


that never materialised — amove 
some interpreted as a discreet 
exit after a resounding political 
defeat. 

"France didn't score once,” 
one EC diplomat said. “Dumas 
•never came out of his hole.” 

But his German colleague 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher. left to 
explain die joint bid and its col- 
lapse, said on Friday in Bonn that 
he thought the outcome would 
turn out to be a boost for EC 
.political union in the long run. 

The EC turned to the Western 
European Union (WEU) — a 
dormant defence group of nine 
EC nations currently chaired, by 
Germany — as the vehicle for its 
first military experiment. 

Despite Mr. Hard’s arguments 
that ft is easier to send in troops 
than to pull them out, and that 
tfie scale of involvement at the 
-'start is always dwarfed by the 


scale at the end, the EC asked 
die WEU to study ways of back- 
ing up some 200 EC monitors in 
Croatia. 

Officials admitted this might 
lead to armed WEU escorts for 
die unarmed EC observers in the 
field. 


' “That is sdH a step in the same 
direction,’’ one diplomat 
“Same street, different number.” 
Altho ugh the Netherlands was 
the first to suggest the issue had 
to be discussed, it appeared to 
leaa. cautiously towards Britain’s 
position of reluctance. 


With Denmark and Portugal 
openly opposing the peacekeep- 
ing idea, the final, lineup was 
almost a mirror image of EC 
governments’ positions during 
nine months of treaty talks on, 
whether and how to develop a 
formal common foreign policy, 


U.S. wrestles with new 


demands for foreign aid 


By Alan Eisner 
Reuter 


WASHINGTON — For fighting 
drug trafficking in Latin America 
to relieving famine in Africa to 
building market economies in the 
Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe, demands ou tbe U.S. aid 
budget are growing beyond 
Washington's ability to respond. 

With tbe cold war over, the 
U.S. economy still struggling to 
dimb out of recession and a 
massive budget deficit to contend 
with, Washington finds itself hav- 
ing to approach the whole ques- 
tion of foreign aid in new ways. 

’The government really has to 
come up until compe lling new 
arguments for foreign aid. So far, 
it hasn't really made the case to 
the American people,” said 
James Weaver, an expert in inter- 
national . economics with the 
American University. 

“Aid used to be conditional on 
anti-communism. Now, it’s more 
a question of bow countries treat 
their own people and what 
they’re doing to reform their eco-‘ 
nomies/’. It We aver s aid. 

Foods are limited even for 
refona-uimried nations. Tie Un- 
ited States wants newly eme rging 
nations, in Ea s tern Europe to 
succeed in throwing off the 


Us of a failed command ec o nomy 
but seems to baye little abilfty to 
help. 

When U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker visited the Baltic 
republics of Latvia, Estonia and 
Lithuania last weekend, he was 
able only to come up with a 
promise of trade benefits and a 
modest $14 milli on in aid to be 
shared between the three. He 
had only $6 minion on offer when 
he visited Albania in June. 

The question of aid priorities 
has come into new focus since the 
failed Soviet coup, with Washing- 
ton under increasing pressure to 
increase its contribution to the 
Soviet Union both to stave off 
.hunger and help refo rm the eco- 
nomy. 

Former Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze told 
Mr. Baker last week his country 
needed “astronomical amounts 
of money.” 

But are hungry people in the 
soviet Union more deserving than 
hungry people in Sudan and 
Ethiopia? 

• “You would have to be an ogre 
to be against humanitarian aid. 
Bnt I am reluctant to immediately 
accept the idea that the Russian 
Federation, say, should come in 
ahead of Ethiopia and Bang- 
ladesh,” said Jody Shelton of the 


Hoover Institution. 

“Now, there is true need, those 
people are starving.” 

Referring to the massive aid 
progra mme that went to Europe 
after World War II to help rebuild 
war-ravaged economies and stem 
tire spread of communism, one 
European diplomat said: "Every- 
body is craning to tire West with 
totally unrealistic expectations,, 
hoping for a hew Marshal plan.' 
But times were very different 
then. The United States was able 
to divert billions of dollars with- 
out feeling the pinch. That is 
totally inconceivable now.” he 
sakL To make mat t er s even more 
difficult, some 85 per cent of the 
U-s. aid budget, which last year 
’■totalled, $14.7 billion, is ear- 
marked by special interest groups 
in Congress, headed by the 
powerful pro-Israel lobby. 

Isreal automatically got $3 bil- 
lion and Egypt, $2.26 billion. 
Greece and Turkey also received 
sizeable chunks, leaving less than 
SI billion for Africa. 

Now Israel wants even more 
and is engaged in a furious lob- 
bying effort to gain U.S. loan 
guarantees worth $10 trillion to 
help r ese tt l e Soviet Jews. 

Tie demands on the U.S. aid 
budget are such that when, $258 
million originally intended for 


Pakistan was suspended because 
of its nuclear programme, several 
offices within the State Depart- 
ment immediately pitched in for a 
slice of tbe pie. 

Officials said some of the 
money seemed likely to go to tbe 
newly independent Baltic repub- 
lics, some to Mongolia to help in 
the transition to a market eco- 
nomy, some to Angola to help 
organise elections, some to Peru 
to fight drag traffickers allied 
with Marxist Shirring Path guerril- 
las — the list itself is an indication 
of the new demands on 
Washington. 


At tire same time, countries 
like Zaire and Pakistan, which 
received aid because they were 
strategically important to the 
U.S., will be losers in the new 
world order — Pakistan because 
it defies Washington over midear 
arms and Zaire because of its 
human rights record. 

Exnest Graves, who advised a 
U.S. government commisskmon 
aid in the 1980s, said assistance 
had to be made contingent on 
specific programmes by recipient 


“If we don’t see these govern- 
ments coming around and doing 
what’s necessary, we should hold 
off until they do,” he said. 


THE WEEK IN PI 



views on 



JORDANIAN newspapers in 
tbe past week tackled Amer- 
ica’s ongoing efforts for a set- 
tlement of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, U.S. -Israeli relations, 
expatriates issues and a num- 
ber of domestic affairs. 

A1 Dnstour daily said that 
Jordan w el comed James Bak- 
er^ efforts because the king- 
dom has felt that the U.S. 
adminfaUntiop was indeed se- 
rious about a just and durable 
settlement. Unlike the pre- 
vious U.S. moves, this time tbe 
U.S. administration is serious 
about tbe need to end the 
conflict on tire bass of UJN. 
Security Council resolutions, 
the paper said in editorial. 

Salamefa Ekonr who writes 
for Sawt AI Shaab said that a 
peaceful settlement based on 
international legitimacy is now 
feasible and viable now that 
the U.S. administration is 
freeing itself from the influ- 
ence of the Jewish lobby and 
feels strong enough to conduct 
business with both the Arabs 
and the Israelis after dealing a 
defeat on to the Arabs by 
crashing Iraq's military force. 

Bnt a columnist in Al Ra’i 
warned the Arabs against 
trusting the United States 
which, he said, remains an ally 
of Israel* helping tbe Jewish 
state to attain its interests. 

Fakhri Kawar said that Mr. 
Bosh and Mr. Shamir are two 
faces of the same coin and both 
are trying hard to impose their 
hegemony on the Arab area. 
Tbe writer said that tbe United ‘ 
States which has killed tbe 
innocent people of Iraq cannot 
harbour good intentions to- 
wards the Arabs. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Sbaab said that Jordan’s offi- 
cial stand with regard to the 
peace s tatement was totally 
different from that of the 
Jordanian parliament. Abdul • 
Majid Nuseir said that Jordan’s 
parliament has refused 
Washington's plan for a settle- 
ment considering it as a capi- 
tulation to the enemy, hot the 
Jordanian government did 
otherwise. He said that tbe 
weakness of the Jordanian offi- 
cial stand stems f ro m the feet 
that the country is economical- 
ly feeble and is plagued with 
unemployment while the 
Aqaba port continues to be- 
exposed to a siege strangling 
Jordan’s trade with other na- 
tions. 

Another columnist in AI 
Ra’i believed that Jordan 
should demand from the Un- 
ited States to provide guaran- 
tees for a $5 billion loan 
needed to absorb the refugees 
and exp atria tes evicted from 
Kuwait. Fahd Al Fanek said 
that if the United States and 
the Western countries are 
generous enough with Israel 
providing ft with means to 
absorb the Jews, Jordan is enti- 
tled for help because it is a 
main victim of the Gulf crisis. 
He urged tbe government to 
submit the request for the 
guarantees to the U.S. govern- 
ment as soon as possible to 
balance Israel's request to 
Washington. 

Bader Abdul Haq said that 
the Arabs have many reasons 
not to trust Mr. Bush and his 
administration’s manoeuvres. 
Tbe writer said that tire Arabs 
who watched tire U.S. destroy 
Iraq’s military power, maintain 
an embargo cm Jordan and 
Iraq to starve their population 
and continue to provide the 
necessary means for enabling 
Israel to set np Jewish settle- 
ments feel Washington can by 
no means be ou the side of the 
Arabs in their quest to regain 
their national and legitimate 
rights- 

A writer in Sfrwt Al Shaab 
said that the issue raised be- 
tween Israel and the United 
States about providing guaran- 
tees to the Israelis for a $10 
hBBen loan is part of a decep- 
tive show designed to improve 
the American government's 
image before the Arabs and 


pave the way for Washington’s 
domination cm Arab oil and 


Warfnngtoo can by te 
refuse Israel’s request** to* 
guarantees under imycfataasi- 
ances. he added. ... 

Another cnl q irm ttf 
with Mr. Hijazi and said that 
the United States which 
planted Israel in he rafcta of 
tbe Arab World to serve as a 
policeman cannot, refttte fee 
Jewish state's request foe Iota 
guarantees. Sultan ATHaxtab 
said that as long as tire US. 
administrations con tin ue to 
condone Israel's pracriccs aad 
support its policies , and k» 
plans to settle the Jewsin Arab 
land, there could be no dmee 
for Washington to tore down 


Mr. Shamir's requests, 
ermore, he said. Mr. Bush and 


his administration cannot with- 
stand the Zionist lobby ’specs* 
are and would soon hare to 
give in. 

Taber al Udwan who writes 
for Al Dustour urged tbe 
Jordanian government, to seek 
an end to the current tube 
imposed on the Aqaba port. 
He said that tins matter is far 
more important than Securing 
a memorandum cm America’s 
i n t en ti ons with regard to fee 
peace process. The writer, said 
no one could believe the Un- 
ited States' claims about peace 
if it continues to starve Arab 
people and enable the Israelis 
to maintain their aggression. 

The writer said that fee Un* 
ited States embargo on Aqaba- 
bound shipping is creating 
numerous socio-economic 
problems for the Jordanian 
people, and fee gover nm e nt 
should take speedy action now 
to pul an end to such practice. 

Another cofemnist dweh on 
the same topic and said that 
Washington’s embargo on 
Aqaba was a form of punish- 
ment for Jordan for conde- 
mning America’s aggression on 
Iraq. Ahmad Dhiban said that 
tbe U.S. e mbass y in Amman 
was directly in ter fe r in g wife 
Jordan's trade with other coun- 
tries and imposing on Jorda- 
nian merchants its own orders. 


A columnist in Al Dustour 
blamed the government for not 
doing enough to help the ex- 
patriates returning from 
Kuwait to utilise their savings 
in income generating projects. 
Shaker Johari said that such 
projects would help Jordan 
deal with its onempteymeat 
problem.' The writer said un- 
less the expatriates are helped' 
to utilise their capital, they 
would become a liability and 
add to Jordan’s burdens once 
they have spent their savings 
on non-profitable schemes. 

Fahd Al Fanek, who writes 
for Al Ra'i daily, sakl that the 
government should neat the 
expatriates on equal footing 
with other citizens of ihis coun- 
try and should not exempt 
them from paying customs 
duty on their cars and other 
belonging they' bring into tbe 
'country. The writer said that 
the expatriates had made a kit 
of money while abroad and 
they have to help their country 
now by paying their dues. The 
writer noted that only fee rich 
expatriates benefit from any 
government decision to charge 
reduced customs became they 
own the big cars and other 
luxuries. 


other wealth. Axafet tfijazi 
said that the U.S. had commit- 


ted its own troops and offered 
other services in the Golf war 
in order to please Israel and 
protect its interests and 
Washington had ordered 
Kuwait to provide $13 btffion 
to Israel daring the Gulf war. 


:tfaat the U.S. adminktr atjOD is 
keen on protecting Israel's in- 
terests and not those of fee 
Arabs, said the writer. 


Ham Al Saoudi offered a 
contrary view and said feat die 
government measure to ex- 
empt expatriates from fell cus- 
toms duty is restricted to a' 
limited number of people for a 
certain period of -time. The 
writer said only very few peo- 
ple among the expatriates are 
able to pay the duty because 
they had lost much of their 
savings and their jobs. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i daily 
said th at as the Jordafen aaal- 
versitles reopen for fee new 
.academic year, students free 
t the problem of ensuring tram- 
, port from and to their homes. 
Nazih noted that students 
attending classes at Yanoouk 
University and the Jordan Uni- 
versity of Sicence and Tedmol- 
■ogy could find no means' of: 
transport to take them home or 
to their dasses.The&e students, 
he said, could not find' homes 
to stay in view of tbe ioftax of 

expatriates returning, from 
Kuwait and co nvergi ng mainly* 
on Amman and tbe northern 
regions of the conury .whoe 
.the two adversities .are k>- 
‘ cared. The writer. raged tbe 
govenuiieni on the one hand 
’and fee universities on fee 
other to help end fee students, 
ordeal. 
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Baker ends Jordan nstt 
after delivering letter 


> 


(Con timad from pay 1 ) 

to enable ' the pymwhehbing 

majority in the region to reafise that 

the oppoitimity be -takes before It is 
gone. 

Asked whether Jordan would 
attend the con fe rence without the 

Kingdosi was wr^^^^^compre- ■ 
heaaive peace, “width means that 


Official sources contacted by die 
Jordan Times said Mir. Baker's visit 
was 1 aimed at delivering the fetter of 
ass uran c es requested by the EGngdom 
to clarify the U.S. position on a 
number of issnes pertaining to their 
mtesprctation of United Ngtibns re- 
solutions oo the Palestinian problem. 

.However/ the sources dectined 
wimmait on the daraife of tfe 


everyone conce rn ed nod de si r ou s of’ only" saying that the " lengthy fetter 
wanting a just and durable peace ""needs thorough and detailed legal 
sofanhm to this problem." and. political analysis.” 


“I believe that the Palestinian 


the most important dimension. After 
■U we are dotting with thus Palestinian 
problem as such that has affected" 
people for years," the Kfagsaid. He" 
added that the efforts during the 

process was to deal with all aspects of 
to prob lem, but expected that the 
diffe r ent parties should assume their 
re$ponsibffities people ai rf the future 
of the region. 

Mr. Baker reit e ra te d that if (he 
opportunity bo take advantage of the 
pwee process was mined; the Palesti- 
nians had "the most to lose became 
Palestinians have pe rhaps the most to ■ 


The King stressed that die Palesti- 
nians Would ig prewnff t Vmtfl w n jg 
the Pafestinua-Israeli dhncnskr; of 
the probtem and that there was "a 
possibility for the Palestinians to 
attend the peace - con fe rence under 
the umbrella of a joint delegation. 

"The po mibflily in thcre far Stem to 
erane with , ns under thCranbrefia of a 
joint delegation to achieve that end 
where they wfflbe responsible for the 
Palestiman-faraefi dimension," the 
King said, reiterating his call fin 1 the 
P al e s ti nians to join. 

The King added that the elements 
who were opposed to peace were 
everywhere, "butno oe tfae lcw we have 
to prove that we know what respond-' 
bihty means, and I hope that we wffl 
be able to see some progress in the 
near future with to. cooperation of aH 
concerned." 

Secretary Baker paid tribute to 
King Hnssem for his seriousness and 
oonstruetiveneas in Ms i m K h w i iipiiiwi 
his efforts to addresa the Middle East 
conflict. 

“In my view, no one has been mare 
serious, moire substantive, more con- 
structive in their efforts and no one 
has exhibited greater h«<w*ip and 
greater courage at have you in your 
efforts — not just the ones that we are 
undertaking now together with others 
— but efforts that you have made 
through theyearsin order to address 
this very difficult problem," Mr. Bak- 
er told the King duraa* his stateme n t 
to the press fallowing their three hour 
meeting. 

Mr. Baker said that the opportun- 
ity must be taken advantage of to- 
wards achieving a c omp rehe n sive set- 
tlement to the Middle East conflict oo " 
the basis of international - legitimacy. - 

"There is a real window of oppor- 
tunity here, sometbfag that aU erf us 
should take advantage of — die Arab 

states, Israel and to Palestinians — 
in an effort to achieve comprehen- 
sive settlement to tins problem on the 
basis of UJi. Sec u rity Coundi Re- 
sointion 242 and 338,” Mr. Baker 
said. 

“I believe this is the best opportun- 
ity toi has presented itself m a long 
time and I also think thai it b goto to 
be a long, long time before to bus" 
ever comes by again,” Mr. Baker 
added. 


Mr. Baker explained that the letter 
of assurances to Jordan, as well as to 
other Rwnitr letters tot were deli- 
vczed-to the prospective participants 
m to antidpsred peace conference, 
were based on reaffirmation of to 
American commitments to the parties, 
involved. . 

. “We arc in these letters reoonfinn- 
teg undemmdfags, ex- 

planations commitments that we 
have made in to course of trying to 
put this process together.” Mr. Baker 

said, adding that the letters were 

lengthy and needed time for analysis 
before jansuing thedkeussions farth- 
er 

- He said tot some of .to issues 
discussed in to fetters of assurances 
included, to American c omm i tme nt 
to seek a co mp rehensive settlement 


based cm Security Council resolution 
242 and 338, wmch catL on brad to 
withdraw from to occupied territor- 
ies in exchange for secure Israeli 
boarder*. 

"We point out that various parties 
will have, when to negotiations be- 
gin, differ ent interpretations with 
what 2G aright require, and that’s 
■ what to negotiations are designed to 
deal with,” Mr. Baker said. He added 
that to American understanding of 
these resolutions meant land for 
peaoe on all fronts. 

Asked by a repo rte r on whether to 
peace conference would take place 
should to Pales tinia ns decide not to 
'attend, Mr. Baker- said that such a 
question should be directed to Syria 
or any other participant in to confer^ 


'What we are trying to put 
dying very hard to accom- 
is a two-track process that will 
strive to achieve a comprehensive 
settlement. If to Palestinians pass op 
an oppo rtuni ty and prove that Abba 
Ebfat was right, the question then is: 
Will it be to desire of other possible 
parties to to peace conference, strive 
to make whatever they can from to 
other issues that are involved,” Mr. 
Baker said. 

The American official was prob- 
ably referring to a statement made by 
to former Israeli Foreign Minister 
when he said that to Palestinians 
never missed an opportunity to miss 
an opportunity. 

When to American secretary of 
state was pressed on whether the U-S. 
was prepared to sponsor a peace 
conference without to Palestinians, 
Mr. Baker said that Washington 
would sponsor a conference that 
would "proceed toward peace oo afl 
to board on all of these fanes on 
both tracks and on to Issnes that 
relate to both tracks.” 

The UJ5. proposed peace confer- 
ence due next month was to start a 
two-track negotiations; Arab-IsraeG 
negotiations and Pafesturian-faraeli 
negotiations that would eventually 
lead to a regional solution to to 
Middle East peace conflict 


Ashrawi: Progress made 1 


(Continued from page 1) 

She indicated, however, that 
shou l d the three — 

Israeli . settlements in to 
t erri t ories, the stains of East Jeru- 
salem and the Palestinian right to 
setf-deteflmnatkm — be efa pffed to 
coincide with the Palestinian position, 
a positive decision would be taken by 
the PNC m its session in Aigien 
Monday. 

“I would say these are issues of 
tremendous importance to the 
'Palestinians and these are the issnes 
that wffl enable the (Palestinian) Icad- 
ership to take a positive decision,” 
Dr. Ashrawi raid. 

•‘Following is to transc ri pt of Dr. 
Ashrawi press conference at to 
Palestine embassy: 

Dr. Ashrawi: The meeting was to 
ptagoesomeof the nsnradraBng with 
to letter of assurances to get farther 
clarifications and to apt lb some more 
answers and we asked for a refor- 
mulations of fw * " ■■■ rti jpp «nH basi- 
cally we concentrated on to three 
issues of settlements. East Jerusalem 
and setf-detennmation I can say there 
was some pro gre s s but not - s uffi c ie nt 
p ro gre ss we. will have to work some 
more. This will just be another draft 
on to road to farther drafts border 
-to achieve a final fonrinlation. 

0= Dt» you think you are getting 
there? Do you think you can now 
recommend to to PNC to take part 
m this conference? 

A: Weil what I am going to do is 
present to PLO mid to PNC with all 
the information we have been able to 
gather so far and with all to posable 
changes we might have, and it is up to 

Hwm (0 Taka rijft right ffeoSIQ ll. 

Q: Did you fed that Mr. Baker is 
forthcoming? 

A: To a certain extent. 

Q: Can yon ray which of these three 
issues is to main point? 

A: I would say these are issues of 
tremendous importance to the 
Palestinians and these are the fanes 
that will enable the leadership to take 
a positive decision. So far the PLO 
has been extremely cooperative and 
responsive and the fact that they 
haver asked me to come here and 
meet with Secretary Baker is another 
positive signal and I dunk that with 
suffident wade and persistence we 
will get there. 

Q: Was tore any progress on these 
three issues? 

A: Some, but not enough. There is 
work that has to be done. 

In reality there was some pro gt es s 
but not sufficient , and the refo re we 
consider this another draff and we do 
not consider that to letter of assur- 
ances has reached its final stages and I 
win present it to to Palestinian lead- 
ership, to the PLO and the PNC to 
follow op and then take to proper 
decision. In my ophrion there is a 
futur e stage in working on tins' letter 
and If we were able to with 

d ete r minati on, especially on three 
core issues, stopping settlements. 
East Jerusalem and to right to self- 
determination, then in my oponoa we 
will be able to get guarantees «tmI 
more clarifications and answers. 

Q: Is there development on to issue 
of seff-cfetenmnatioa? 

A: I do not want to discuss the 
content and details of the tetter be- 
cause as I said, it has not been 
finalised yet. 

Q: Does Baker know that you wiB 
present these issues to the PLO? 

A: Yes. I told him and I delivered a 


message from Prcsklefit Yasser Ara- 
fat over the positive steps that were 
taken by the FLO 'concerning to 
peace process and the positive direc- 
tion of to PLO and con centrated oo 
the three important pomes which I 
talked of earlier. 

Id every meeting we deliver a 
message from President Arafat and 
he knows that we deliver to answers 
to to Pakstiman leadership and it is 
the only party which is authorised to 
take to decisions. 

Q: This means a contact between the 
American administration and the 
PLO? 

A: Regardless of-wha* to U.S. or 
any other country secs fit or obi: we, 
as a Palestinian people, have the righi 
to choose our sole I c g rii u a tc repre- 
sentative and it is to PLO. And it is 
to only party tint can speak on" 
behalf of the Pafestmians wherever 
they may be add it is tbefaly party 
tfat ran si gn agreements and there- 
fore any binding dedsioo or any legal 
decision or any legitimate representa- 
tion cannot come from any side ex- 
cept the PLO. From a practical point 
abb if they wanted peace based on 
international legitimacy and respect 
feu to national rights of to Palesti- 
nian people and real peace in every 
sense of to word there b no alterna- 
tive but to PLO being to Palesti- 
nian repres e ntative. 

Q: Do you drink they want real 
peace? 

A: In my opinion to American adnri- 
mstratiod is serious and it is exerting 
great effort and it ia trying to begin a 
peace process. But we are also trying 
on our part to make sore that this 
process w based on international legi- 
timacy and guaranteed Pakstiman 
national rights and is moving in to 
right direction to end to occupation 
and recognise Hv Palestinians’ right 
to sdtf-detennmation and then move 
towards either an independent state 
or independent state with a confeder- 
al agreement (with Jordan). 

Q: Do you believe that process is 
going in to tight direction? 

A: I befieve that there is is still a lot of 
work to be done on to process. 

Q: But are yon opti mi stic?. 

A: I always tell people I don’t use to 
terms optimistic or p e™mi«tir. \ am 
very serious about tins and very 
realistic and I have been asked to 
cany out a very serious task which I 
will do to to best of my ability. 

Q: What about Membeis of PNC 
going to Algiers? 

A: Israel pretends to be a democracy 
but it forbids Pafestiraan people, us- 
ing afl methods, from practising their 
- right to participate through to legiti- 
mate Pakstiman Institutions. There- 
fore I see that it is to right of to 
Patestinians living nnder occupation 
and in exile to participate in the work 
of to PNC and preside! has seat a 
letter to that effect id to Secretary 
General of to UJf. Perez de Cuel- 
lar, as well as to to EC and we 
delivered a number of fetters to this 
effect to to repre se ntative of to 
E u ropea n countries and to Secretary 
Baker and we consider this a basic 
right. Israel should not be allowed to . 
withhold it from to P al es tini an peo- 
Pjf- 

Qz Have you set up a date for a 
meeting with Baker? 

A; We bavn’t deckled on specific 
«»«gri"g» but he asked for further 


Baker, Ashrawi meet in Amman 

(CoUwsrd from page 1) 


said that final agreement chided to 
American and Palestinian negotiators 
bat that progress was registered dur- 
ing to talks. 

A Reuter dispatch quoted to offi- 
cial as saying Dr. Ashrawi "felt and 
we fell we made some progress, bull 
don’t want to say we have a series of 
understandings now." 

“We have a betrerapprerialion and 
we have a better appreaatiou of what 
can be done and what can't be dose," 
the official was quoted as raying. 

Asked about FLO statements tint 
Palestinians would seek a U-S- com- 
mitment on idf-tommuation, wide- 
ly int er preted to mean a separate 


Palestinian s t a te, to official said: "I 
.don’t dunk we have ever had a 
positioa " such as to one you just 
outlined.” 

Dr. Ashrawfs unexpected meeting 
with Mr. ■ Baker in Amman came 
counter to reports that had dwmwwid 
to possibility of such a meeting in 
Amman citing ina deq uacies in the 
letter of assn r anees delivered to to 
Palestinians last week. 

Sources said that the American 
ambassador to Jordan was officially 
informed Thursday night that there 
would be no mee tin g in Amman. No ^.dined to speculate whether Dr. 
reason was given for to change in Ashrawi and another two fellow 
plans. It most have been late in to Palestinian negotiators bad been 
evening that Dr. Ashrawi received press ure d by to PLO to reject the 
dearance to go ahead with to meet- invitation. 


ing, and aides to to secretary of state 
reportedly roused him at 2 a.m. with 
to news that the Palestinian repre- 
sentative was travelling across to 
River Jordan from Raimllah to meet 
' h im fe Amman. Mr. Baker d e layed 
bis departure to Damascus by two 
hours to acco mmo d ate his meeting 
with 'Dr. Ashrawi. 

Earfier Thursday, Mr. Baker said 
that he bad invited Palestinians to 
meet with trim in Jordan, but they 
tinned him down. However, he do- 


Q: Did you accept a compromise 
proposal on representa t ion on Jeru- 
salem? 

A: There have been no answers from 
our side an tins. We are still in a stage 
of discovery and exploration and 
gathering additional information, 
clarification and answers over to 
letter. But to Palestinian leadership 
has not yet given any answers alphas 
not committed itself to any position. 
The decision is that of to PNC and 


oa our part we are trying to provide 
to PNC with aH to information 
conoenring this fetter and guarantees. 
Q: How do you measure American 
seriousness in fight of Israel's con- 
tinued sfit* 1 *" 1 ” 1 * policy? 

A: Brad actually challenges to U.S. 
continuously and tries to lead the 
process by. imposing preconditions 
and ezerosang a policy of a firit 
arixwnpfo and accelerating its mea- 
sures against the Palestinian people. 
The U.S. rays it is serious and tbad it 
ffOlfa CTmf fenrad y towards starting a 
political process baaed on legitimacy 
T Pf j mhig Resolutions 242 and 338. 
The fact that to U.S. find has con- 
timed its efforts inspite of Israeli 
intransigence and Israeli insults 
ii gahwf the American ad mi n i str a tion 

ind iicyteM ywnc kind of a commitment. 
There is also to latest development 

miming to fr""* * 1 "*”**"" bctWCCO 

to U.S. administration and to Coo- 

n or to adnrinistratioo and Israel. 

cans that Israel has challenged 
the American ad min istration in its 
internal policies and diked for discus- 
sion of to loan guarantees even when 
die administration asked to postpon- 
ing tins request. There for e. it reg- 
istered a confrontation, which has 
many political, ramifications. 

As far as we are concerned, if we ■ 
are to take h as an indication,, it is a 
positive indication of to wOEngness 
of to U.S. and to existence of an 
independent political wifi to confront 
Israel, and tins is un p re cedented. We 
have been accustomed to see Israel 
imposing its wiB on to U.S. and 
tryin g to dictate a political position 
based os Israel’s in te rests. We see 
m* as an and a be p aaiag 

of change, which may aystaflne to a 
firm position and more effective and 
practical steps concerning the con- 
frontation b e tween to U.S. and 
Israel. But since efforts are cod- 
tinning to find the format which is 
acceptable to afi participating parties, 
or those who mi g ht participate also 
indicates the interest of to U.S. we 
want to point out that to weak point 
in this issue is that the U.S. considers 
that the mere acceptance by Israel to 
participate is an achievement and 
therefore, it is ready to give it many 
guarantees and down payments and 
fries to pull h to to negotiations table 
at any price. So there has been a 
retreat in to American position as a 
result of the Israeli pressures. On our 
part, we are trying to hufanca this 
retreat by insisting on ‘international 
fegrtimey and to core issues to find 
to mechanism that would allow the 
process to take its right course. 

O: We hew Baker talking of ending 
occupation but not withdrawal. Was 
tins discussed? 

A: Yes it was discussed. 

Q: Were to basics defined? 

A: It has not yet been finalised. 

I think the U.S. is quite serious about 
this peace process, I think they have 
exhibited 8 sense of determination' 

and mnglemindedness, they have 
been frying to ove r c om e obstacles 
seriously ami they bavc been trying to 
supply to assurances needed by to 
diffe r c m parties. The confrontation 
was broiqpit upon by Israeli insistence 
oh presenting to request for loan 
quarantees even when to U,S. asked 
mem not to.’ Israeli ™ti«tenee with a 
certain amount of arrogance and in- 
terference in American domestic poli- 
cies and forcing to hand of to 
administration. Tins meddling in in- 
ternal affairs has also brought about 
this confrontation between to' U.S. 
■nd farad. And I t hink that the 
administration’s position on this issue 
has demonstrated a political will to 
take a firm stand, winch is something 
that is not very usual in American 
politics. We have always accused tins 
state of equilibrium in the rela- 
tionship between to U.S. and Israel 
as being a classic case of to tail 
wagging the dog. For the first tune we 
see a determination, an ability and 
wfflingpess to stand firm on an issue. 


We hope that this is symptomatic that 
brad will not constantly be treated as 
to country above to law or deserv- 
ing of preferrcutial treatment, and 
that the U-S. Will *»lm firm dx-fofop f 
and stands and therefore gain some 
Credibility in the peace process as a 
country with iufependcnce. 

I delivered a message (from Mr. 
Arafat) tot he has asked me to ny** 
Secretray Baker at to secretary’s 
request m Amman, and in doing so be 
has demonstrated another proof of 
to PLO's serious endeavo u rs and 
seriousness of intern al pushing to 
peace process forward, and support- 
ing Mr. Baker’s effort to have a just 
peaoe process. Mr. Arafat also reiter- 
ated die three basic principles that we 
talked about: Settlement m to occu- 
pied territories, to issue of East 
Jerusalem and to Palestinian right to 


to fact that the PLO has welcomed 
to peace effort and any positive 
on these issues will h i the 
? and the Palestinian leadership to. 
take a positive response and attitude 
towards to con fe rence. 

Q: How would you describe to gap 
now: fa it narrowing? * 

A: There is stiQ a gap, but I don’t 
think things are static fromrour ex- 
periences with reality. It is quite 
mobile, .and therefore, I don’t mink 
any gap is going to be a permanent 
gap. I think that with serious hard 
work and ded ic ation and if we're 
really committed to peace as to 
Palestinians are, then we should be 
able to bridge any gap. It takes real 
effort, determination and sincerity as 
well to be able to bridge gaps. I don’t 
think we have achieved everything 
that we want, but I don't think that it 
is an impossible task. 

0: Did yon ask Baker to use his 


influence on Israel for to PNC mem- 
bers to go to A%eria? 

A: Yes, we hrau asked Secretary 
Baker for tint during our meeting in 
Jerusalem, be raid he would see what 
he can do. It seems tot to braefi 
p re e m pte d him by sgmounring that 
they were not going to allow Palesti- 
nians to attend to PNCr 
Q: Any breakthrtmgh in yoor discusr 
store with Baker this monnng? 

A: I would not say tore were any 
dramatic breakthroughs. Those of 
you who are famfliar with to process 
of preparing for negotiations know 
that it is a very long and painstaking 
effort and fames have to be taken one 
at a time. We have to be extremely 
patient and perristeiit and dedicated 
m older to achieve results. 

Q: WiO there be enough pr o gress on 
to letter of assurances to get a 
positive response from the PNC? 

A: Well I think that to Unentioos are 
there to work on to assurances as 
long and as hard as it takes. I think 
that to PNC wiB have sufficient data 
to evaluate and to take to proper 
dedtdou but I am not sure whether 
to final draft will be ready before the 
PNC at feast they wfil have to 
evolution of certain facts. 

Q: Will there be enough progress for 
the PLO to take a dedstou to go to 
to co nfe r nee? 

A: I wouldn't want to preempt to 
PNC deefeafto. 

Q: Do yon think that there wfll be a 
dialogue betw een to U.S. and to 
PLO directly? 

A: I think that this is an inevitable 
derision. If the U.S. is really con- 
cerned about peace then real peace is 
based on aotviog to Palestinian prob- 
lem which is to core of to conflict m 
to region and to Palestinian prob- 
lem cannot be solved without the 


PLO. 'Hiercfore if to PLO • 

assign individuals, for the tim* bei 
certain missions connected to 
peace process this does not mean t 
to PLO wffl remain behind toe 
tains for a long time. This is jus 
its ge and we will overcome it an 
am sure that in to future to rc 
tranship wifi return to Its non! 
state. But to American-Pafeatin^ 
dialogue or to U.S. dialogue wJL 
the FLO is not an end in itself, „.l 
a means and in our opinion it b 
admission of the legitimacy of ysts 
PLO and to Palestinian teadersbthe 
We demand it as a means of reach 
'the real and serious solution to 
region’s problems. P**J 

There is a serious and consist 113 ? 
effort to prepare for to peace p 1 ™ 1 
ass and you know tot to 
since November 1998, has approveics. 
political pro gr amme and hxmdbcJ.S. 
peace initiative and therefore had 
‘most be prepared at all times 
prepa r e ourselves practically and 1 1 
just theoretically for to content- 
peace by translating our pohtica] " 
tioos to pratical political positions 
to guaranteed practical issues whies - 
we can upfoDow. It is not enougblt,” 

say that we need to achieve to rig 
to setf-determinatioD but we a for 
have to translate tot slogan infr^v 
realistic content which can be apjd^ 

^*Do*you face to possibility , re_ 
Israeli me a sures after meeting w° re 
PLO officials after yon ret urn to ^ 
West Bank? had 

A: The Palestinian uprising cab of 
because of a sense of challenge re- 
taking risks and if we continue e- 
oensor ourselves or to place Hunts 
ourselves based on assumptions 
what Israel can do we that will i 
achieve anything. lde 

dal- 


Jordan satisfied with assurances 


(Continued bun page 1) 

said. 

U.S. President George Bush has 
created a furore fa Israel by asking 
to American Congress to dday con-' 
ndering $10 biflion in loan guarantees 
to resettle Soveit Jews until the peaoe 
process takes stupe. 

Mr. Masri, desenbfag a recent US, 
move to restore mjfitaiy rid to Jordan 


after to Gulf war as a possible first 
step, said Mr. Baker and King Hm- 
sein also (focussed bow Washington 
could help the Kingdom’s troubled 
econom y . 

Jordan, already labouring under an 
$8 bflHou foreign debt, lost to sup- 
port of traditional backers because of 
its stand during the Gulf orisk and is 
burdened by a a flood of its 
citiueug forced from Kuwait. 




OSWAN EXHIBITION 

“28th Anniversary Sale” 


On all electrical and home appliances from 
a wide variety of brands. 



10 % 

special 

discount 
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Only Cash Sales 

Accredited distributors for: 

National, Toshiba, Samsung, White House, Acma, 
Gold Star, Indesit, Universal. 

Open on Fridays 



AMMAN, RAS EL EIN 
JERUSALEM ST. OPPOSITE 
ARAB BANK 
TEL: 776128 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
- TIC RELIABLE 


PACKMG, AR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-K> 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE .TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMARASONSr^ 




villas and apartments! 
are available for rent and! 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

Abo many lots of land are) 
available for sale. 

jFbr further details, please 
•" call 

lAbdoan Real 


ITeL 818686, 810689, 


Distinctive 

Villas .Apartments Flats 
IN ROYAL WEST AMMAN 
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ns 


Just call NIDAL 

693037 
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STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
fcHoer Smvicfc 
develop your colour film aL 
. oar shop and get:- 

• JUMMOpk+to 


Free maimrpt 
20 x 30 cm 


ShfBfgsaoi - 
Bank. Phone: 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 
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Saudi Real Estate 

687821/22 



CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

~ Air, Sea and Land 

Aqbrs m ns the world 

Tel: 664096 
Fax: 690652 
>O.Box 926487 Ami 


71* 


Russian 


Two shows adaf a 530 and &30 p.m \ 
Tin A1 AE - iht Uhhmhy 
Haspad bridge 



- Ttofirst&best 
-Chinese Resteirtm 
feJofrfw 

tstOtck JabalAmnm near 
‘ A^y^^rts School 

Open daily 12:00^3:30 

pjBL 

7:00 - Midnight 

uLtmm 



' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
’ Estate, near Kilo , 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbequo for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our ' 
specialities . 

Open daily 12:00'- 3:30 
p.m. 

< -6:30 - Midnight y 





MANDARIN RESTAURAVTl 

Specs! Chinese Foods 
Skiflod Chinese Chefs 

| OP* 11*0-330 A &00-1I30 drily] 


Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hote l 

(tm. W 1 B 22 . Amman 

f me Tasted 
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The First Class Hotel hi 
Amman that has a 
. Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


OAltOTH 

||^24|l|iS 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O: Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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The R&nyPotox Hotel '"Sv. i 
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Abu Samra wins speed test 


Sstes, Maleeva reach Tokyo semis 

‘ - iiYO (R) — World number one Monica Seles whitewashed 
.cponese opponent Maya Kidowaki 6-0, 6-0 to reach tire 
it: ."finals of the $350,000 Nichirei International Women’s Tennis 
Tcurnxnent Friday. Seles, playing much better than in her 
rccocd round match' Thursday, overwhelmed her 9Sth-ranked 
opponent in only 48 minutes. Producing some sparkling two- 
handed backhand winners, she kept the pressure on Kidowaki 
throughout the match. ’The score looks very easy, but I don’t 
think so,” said the 17-year-old Yugoslav. “I had to concentrate.” 
The hard-hitting Seles will meet fourth seed Amy Frazier in 
Saturday's semi finals after Frazier beat unseeded fellow Amer- 
ican Osfabid Graham 7-5, 6-1. Meanwhile, third seed Katerina 
Maleeva of Bulgaria needed three sets to win her semifinal berth. 
The 11th- ranked Maleeva outplayed Laura Gildemeister, the 
Peruvian fifth seed, 6-3, 3-6, 6-1. Maleeva now plays defending 
champion Maty Joe Fernandez of the United States who won 
through to the semifinals Thursday.. • 

nors back in action after rest 

PARIS (R) — U.S.'Opcn hero Jimmy Connors returned to tennis 
action in France this week after a two-week rest following his 
strartling exploits in New York. Connors trained Thursday at the 
French Open courts at Roland Garros for an exhibition Friday at 
ViUcnu-'sve d’Ascq in northern Fiance and next week’s tourna- 
ment in the Swiss city of Basle where he makes bis return to the 
international circuit. The 39-year-old former world number one 
made an astonishing foray at the U.S. Open with a succession of 
upset wins to reach the semifinals. He then pulled out of last 
week's tournament in the south-western French city of Bordeaux 
with a leg injury. “When I went home after flashing meadow,' “I 
was six days without doing anything at all,” Connors told the 
French sports daily L’Equipe. In was really exhausted, physically 
and mentally. I only picked up a racket again two days ago. 7 * 
Connors said his U.S. Open performance would remain for a long 
time in his mind. "It was a feeling which has no price,” he said.' 
“What was good when I went home was to feel that my wife and 
kids were as proud of what I had achieved as 1 was.” 

Caniggia extends contract with Atalanta 

* » 

BERGAMO, Italy (AP) — Argentine national team forward 
G audio Caniggia has extended his contract with Italian first- 
cij-rjiMJ club Atalanta of Bergamo through 1994, dub officials 
have said. The officials said the 24 : year-old player and his 
manager Settimio Aloisio signed a final agreement Wednesday. 
Caniggja's original contract with the Bergamo club was to expire 
in June. The player was granted an option of transferring before 
1994 if he receives a bid from a leading Italian dab, such as 
J'jver.tiu or AC Milan. Caniggia, forme ly of River Plate, joined 
Atclznta in 1989 after one season with Verona. 

FiiKi coach quits hours after taking post 

PISA, Italy (AP) — Zibi Boniek resigned as coach of Italian 
second- division team Pisa hours after accepting the post, dub 
sources reported Thursday. The transfer of the Polish coach to 
Pise had been announced Wednesday night. Boniek, a former 
star-forward of Juventus, Roma and of the Polish national team, 
left the Tuscan city and die team early Thursday following 
differences with team owner Romeo Anconetani over a new 
technical staff, the sources said. Boniek, who had coached Italian 
first division dub Lecce last season, had agreed to direct Pisa as 
substitute for Italian coach Luca Giannini, who resigned this week 
following Pisa’s second defeat in three games. 

Barnes to undergo operation 

LONDON (R) — Liverpool winger- John Barnes is to have an 
operation on his Achilles tendon and could miss England’s final 
two European Championship qualifiers against Turkey and 
Poland. Barnes has not played for Liverpool since die first week 
of the season. Liverpool Manager Graeme Souness said Thurs- 
day: "John's Achilles was immobilised in plaster a couple of 
weeks ago to see how it would react. "But it has flared up again so 
he must have an operation now.” England plays Turkey next 
month end Poland in November. 

Horse trainer faces doping inquiry 

LONDON — Derby-winning trainer Roger Charlton feces a 
jockey dub doping inquiry after one of his' horses failed a 
post-race test, the sport’s rating body confirmed Thursday. A 
sample taken from the Glasha was found to contain a prohibited 
substance after the colt finished last in a race at Newbury last 
month. Charlton, trainer of last year’s Derby winner quest for 
feme, said the substance involved was prescribed by vets for 
treating horses with foot problems. "There is no suggestion of 
foul play and this substance would not have affected the results of • 
the herses involved,” be added. Charlton faces a possible fine. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANMAH HJRSCH 

:'■*! -'itup* Unu Snoi, « 

«S 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South,' vulnerable, you 

4AS3 7AK84 IAJ1062 +5 
The fciriuing ha* proceeded; 

South West North East 

! 7 Pcsa 1 * Pass 

'iVlvl ciu yuu bid now? 

•A. — Year partial fit for partner's 
suit has improved your hand— 
spade- has become a possible con- 
tract. Your hand is easily worth a 
rcvcr .1 h:d of two hearts. In modem 
-icth-.ds. that constitutes a one- 
«und force. 

1.2 — A» South, vulnerable, you 
hold: o 

.•AOS AK84 A<) 1062 *5 
'he bidding has proceeded: 
r.iuth West ■ North. East 

Pass 1 * Pass 

■ s Pirn 3 v . Pass 

I - 

W,;at »!■» you bid now? 

A.— Y«:u judged your hand merited 
I i rev: r * bid because of your spade 
' 1st. «i it's now time Lo tell partner 
• iibiiu'. it. Bid three spades. 

j Q.3 — Both vulnerable, as South 
\*3u hold; 

;*AKQ.J9 773 AK84 495 
‘ Your ri-ht-hnnd opponent opens 
1 the bidding with four hearts. What 
1 action do you take? a 

1 A. — To enter the auction is 
j fraught with danger— suits aren'L 
1 5in-.il: a:id you could easily be 
h.id t:» >i\ tricks. But refusing to 
I . 1 runs a for bigger risk— you 

T ive'i r.. d much from partner to 
t ra.r-i .I ,:nmc, and partner might 
l two have enough for slam, yet be 
f i mat lit- tn act. Bid four spades. 

C Q.4— -Both vulnerable, as South 
m. you hold: 


42 TRQ65 AJKQJ987 *A 
Partner opens the bidding with one 

‘spade. What do you respond? 

A. — There are all sorts of ways to 
tackle this hand, starting with a 
jump to three diamonds. However, 
we like the straightforward ap- 
proach of a jump to four no trump, 
asking for aces. We would settle in 
six diamond) if partner shows one, 
'seven if two and take our chances 
on not .losing a heart. 

I 

Q. 5— -Both vulnerable, as South 
you bold' 

4J95 Q76 I A 104 4AQJ6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 * ' Pass 1 7 Pass 


What do you bid now? • 

A. — In every' way except for a 
slight weakness in spades, your 
hand qualifies for a one no tramp 
rebid. We would not let the one-pip 
difference between a jack and a 
queen stop its from making so natu- 
ral a choice. 


Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4Q2 .7AKQJ10 vJ765 4Q10 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 + Pass X 7 Pass 

1 NT Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — At rubber bridge, 'those 150 
honors are awfully tempting; at du- 
plicate, there's the possibility that 
' you might moke 10 tricks at hearts 
and only uine at no trump. Never- 
theless. with no fast ruffing value 
and secondary honors in all the side 
suits, we would opt for three no 
trump. 


By Ateen Bannayan 

Special to tile Jordan 7Imes 

AMMAN — Marouf Abu Samra, 
in a Renault 5 Turbo, won Fri- 
day’s speed test organised by foe 
Royal Automobile dub of Jor- 
dan (RACJ). 

The second stage of the speed 
test was abruptly cancelled at' 
3:30 p.m. when spectators failed 
to abide by the safety rules thus 
exposing themselves to danger 
and forcing foe RACJ to stop foe 
event. 

RACJ decided to take the re- 
sults of the morning session as the 

final results of the speed test. 
Thus Abu Samra who led during 
the morning session was declared 
the winner followed by Bashar 
Bustami in a Daihatsu Charade in 
the second place and .Yanal 
Koraok in another Renault 3 
Turbo coining in third. 

The RACJ has 'called on all 
future spectators of such events' 
to follow the safety rules set out 
by the organisers of this sport for 


the protection of drivers and 
spectators alike. 

Jiftyfour motor sports enthu- 
siasts took partin die speed test 
with can. ranging from a Mer- 
cedes 280SE to, a Suzuki Swift 
GTi. . 

The competition took place on 
a two-round basis with the best 
timing of the 2.1 tan lap deter- 
mining the final standings of foe 
drivers. The speed, test is very 
competitive arid it encourages 
many to participate, particularly 
since. one can take part in any 
type of car. However, a light- 
weight car with front wheel drive 
and an experienced driver are a 
good combination to achieve 
top results. 

This speed test is the second 
motor sports event organised by 
foe RACJ this year. 

Three weeks ago die second 
classic rally tour drew money 
competitors. RACJ has planned 
for another speed test on Oct. 25 
and the third classic tour on Nov. 
29. 

Different competitions, such as 


the speed tests, foe Jordan Rally 
and. the Jordan National rallies 
lead to accumulate point stand- 
ings for the drivers. 

As foe 1990-91 season was dis- 
rupted by foe events in the jrc- , 
gum, and this year’s Jordan Rally 
postponed, foe latest , standings 
are those of mid 1990 with Nas- 
ser Bustami in foe lead followed 
.by Marouf Abu Samra in’ second 
place, and Ghaith Al-Bflbeisi 
third. 

A Jordanian team is currently 
taking part in the Qatar Interna- 
tional Rally. Majdi Al-JaHad an 
avid competitor who finished fifth 
in the overall Jordaman standings 
said he would have liked to par- 
ticipate in tiie Qatari rally but 
added: “lack of spouaoa ship is a 
hinderence and a' major obsta- 
cle.” 

“There’s a limit to what one 
can achieve '“with the available 
resources,” be noted. “Everyone 
knows that Jordanian drivers can 
do much better if they have prop- 
er sponsorship.” 


Berger outpaces Senna in Estoril 


ESTORIL, Portugal (R) — Au- 
strian Gerhard Berger eclipsed . 
foe championship duel between 
Ayrton Senna and Nigel Mansell 
when he raced to provisional pole ■ 
position for Sunday’s Portuguese 
Grand Prix in his McLaren Fri- 
day. 

Berger recorded a qualifying 
lap record of one minute 13.221 
seconds at an average speed of 
213-221 kph to head McLaren 
team mate Senna of Brazil by 
more than half a second. 

Briton Mansell, in a Williams, 
was third fastest in 1:13.9 44.. 

The previous fastest qualifying 
lap on the circuit was docked by ‘ 
Mansell in a Ferrari last year 
when he lapped in 1:13.557- . 

Berger's performance; on a day 
when heavy cloud, occasional 
showers and a dark sky caused a 
15- minute delay to the session 
and a generally moted atmos- 
phere, lifted him just dear of 
Senna and Mansell. 

Mansell’s W illiams team mate 
Italian Riccardo Patrese was 
fourth-fastest in 1:14.041 The 
four were foe only men to break 
foe 1:15 barrier on foe twisting 
but fast 4.350-km Estoril track. 


Frenchman Alain Frost, in a 
Ferrari, was fifth quickest ahead 
of I talian Pierluigi Martini in a 
Minardi. 

Prost, who has been engulfed 
in mounting speculation that he is 
considering retirement and a 
switch to team management with 
a French national team built on 
Ligier, was widely expected to 
make a statement about his fu- 
ture. 

Ferrari team members, howev- 
er, denied be had any plans to 
leave them for 1992 or that he. 
bad any statement to make. Prost 
himself added that be had no- . 
thing to say about the subject at 
all. 

On the track, foe competition 
between foe leading group of 
drivers was fascinating. Patrese 
set an early fastest time on his 
first ran before Senna took com- 
mand with his quickest lap. also 
on his first run. 

Mansell was unable to get into, 
real contention at this stage ahff 
afterwards explained that tins was 
partly due to the feet dial he has 
had food poisoning for five days 
and felt tired and weak. 

Berger, on his second flying 


ran, then clocked his quickest 
time to claim provisional pole 
■ before gentle drizzle dampened 
foe circuit sufficiently to. reduce 
the rest of -the session to little 
more than a test exercise. 

Berger said: “A good start to 
the weekend, sure enough. But 
what I really' need is a good end 
to the weekend. 

' “The engine is working well 
and the chasiss set-up feels 
okay.” 

Senna said his car was “not 
very good in terms of set-up” in 
the morning. “But we found 
some solutions between the ses- 
sions and it was much better in 
tiie afternoon. It was a good 
result for Gerhard and myself.” 

Senna will return to drrve for 
McLaren -Honda next season, the 
British-based team announced 
Thursday. 

Senna, who leads the season 
standings in his bid to win his 
third title in five years, will again 
be teamed with Austrian Gerhard 
Berger. 

During his tune with McLaren, 
die 31-year-old Brazilian has won 
26 races and eaued 43 pole posi- 
tions. 




InmH Alri Hrimrito 

AH, 

Abu Hamda 
reach 
tennis final 


AMMAN (J.TJ — The second 
round of foe Jordan Tennis 
Ommpioaddp came to a dqfa 
vb final when the first round 
ftiwli « lh Hani A1 AH and Itnad 
Abu Hamda beat their oppo- 
nents Friday to dash again in 
file final Saturday. 

AH easily m et wh e lm ed Ms 
young opponent Laitb Al 
Azzomri 6-0, while in the 
other aantifand Aim Hamda efo 
«*■»•** Samir Al RiCri 6-3, 
6-1, Aids proving right aU pre- 
dictions of a Afi-Aba Hamda 
final Satnrdy. 

On Thursday Rifai had 
beaten Iyad Al Jafiad to reach 
the mhThm Iil 


8 cities interested in hosting 2000 Olympics 


i*, - i 


BERLIN (Agencies) — Eight 
cities have put themselves for- ■ 
ward as potential candidates to 
stage tiie Olympic Games in the 
year 2000, the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC) said. 

Beilin, Brasilia, Copenhagen, 
Peking, Sydney, M3 an, Is ta nbul 
and Britain's Manchester have 
expressed interest in staging the 
summer games, IOC Information 
Director Michele Verdier said. 

A final list of candidates will be 
drawn up after the IOC’s deadline 
for tiie 2000 bidding on April 15 
next year. The venue will be 
chosen in September 1993. 


Meanwhile Robert Helnridc, 
who resigned as president of tiie 
U.S. Olympic Committee amid 
controversy over his business 
activities, , became the focus 
Wednesday of an investigation by 
the International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC). 

The IOC executive board 
appointed a three-man commis- 
sion to determine whether Hel- 
mick’s financial dealings repre- 
sented any conflicts of interest. 

Helnridc has been a member of 
foe IOC — a lifetime post — 
since 1985. He has also been 
serving a four-year term' on foe 


IOC’s, powerful 12-member ex- 
ecutive board since 1989. 

.While officials dedined to 
speculate on Hehnick’s future 
with the IOC, they did not rale 
out the possibility that he could 
be forced to leave his post if the 
inquiry confirms any wrongdoing. 

IOC officials were shocked by 
disclosures in tiie United States 
that Hehmck had worked as a 
paid consultant for several firms 
connected with the Olympic 
movement. He reportedly earned 
at least $127,000 for the work in 
1990. 


Helmick attended foe IOC 
meeting in Berlin Tuesday, 
asking the executive board • to 
defer any action on his case until 
the USOCs inquiry was com- 
plete. The board agreed. 

Helnridc returned to foe Un- 
ited States, where be announced 
his resignation Wednesdy. He de- 
nied any wrongdoing but said foe 
. controversy was making it im- 
possible for him to cany out Iris 
duties. 

Following Helnrick’s resigna- 
tion, the IOC moved quickly to 
begin- its own probe into the 
affair. 



FORECAST FOR SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 2^. B91 • 

By Thomas S. Pierson. A$tmtog& r : CancA Ftighter Four^^ 

• ~ ' • • , _ r 1 * , • * i ^ 

GENERALTENDENCIES:'Yoa have it to ■* yob.. ' 
a real chore now to aarevre whatever SCORPIO: (October 23 to. November 


has been dUBcntt or nynerioas far yon 
to understand, Investigate afi phases of- 
offioal badness and modatiou to get 
the fuDesr benefits. 

AHES: (March 21 to April -19) Hat is 
ywr day to jet into the world of outride 
activity and to do whatever is important 
to yon ao that your good aanecan tear 
to new heights. 

. TAtftOfc (April 20 to May 20) You 
bam so many bKcratmg new ideas this 
day and haw the a spirati on to gain 
yon inspirations mat not a moment of 
this pterions day should be waled. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A day to 

a n whatever you have. left undone or 
: yon need u do If yon are to haws 
your fife on a secure structure for 

Sttenkinf gf others. 

MOON. CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 
21) Make, sura you do Seek those yon 
re g a r d as partners and be very actions 
and down, to earth with them aboutrbe 
your future cotnse of you relationship. j 
LBO: Qnly 22 to August 21) Yaw' are 
' now able to find the projects you She to 
do aad that wfl round out your activi- 
■tfc* ao that your Mm expressions are 
nne'u you wish. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) 


to get off to tbe ihiugi you Inde.to do the 
most and to please that person of whom 
you me most found, ot * 

LUKA: (September 23 to October 22) 
Your interest in the fighter side of fife 
should express itself at your home and 
you' can give a party or relax there or fix 


21) Doth around md do those- emodt 
as wefl m join friends and'al&ja at - 
whatever yon. and they foe 'to do the 
most make plans for taure tims. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to Oe- 
dember-21) Yon now brin k ao your 
power to mange property and fireweial 
matters that hive brim difficult in the 
past tojet whatever pnefipd attended 
to. 

CAPRICORN: (December# to Ixan- 
aiy 20) Now you find you cn do pretty 
nn£ what you please aad you are tide 
to gam the good wfl of others with' 
whom you. have any sort of. need 

AQUARIUS: (January 2L to BcbTu a i y 
19) There are a manure cd jntetaanig 
behind die scenes arrangements you cpi 
make to please -those of whom you in 
most ftwd so don’t delay farther. 
p|SCZS:(Fet)niBiy20toMarch20)Qet 
oat with those f ri en ds and .acqnafan* 

. antes with whoa you have aotne coop- 
mil Intents aad let them know ; you 
want th em for longtime as soc ia t e s. 

■ TtulBj’s chfldiTf your ehfid were .bom 
today she or be knows the answers 
before the question' has been asked. 
Making this unusual talent work on a 
c on s tru ctive basis wOt require a kM of 
understanding oo your part if Hug gift is 
to be utilized to advantage of others. 
wcB as yo nr progftny wbowB work m 
.CTP PMfi nw with T.V., ram and come- 
tie rebiod profesBons.- 

"7Je stars fiqpef, they do nor com- 
pel. ** Wtmt you make of your fife h 
htrgdy up to you. 


Exclusive Itee of Jc w dkry fat lfi KT. gold. 


Wortd Ftesouran' Dqanl S Co. he 
Jb kS ws- Gan- - 


THE BETTER HALF, 


Amman- Re Os Janeiro - 
Amman- Anna Hottf- Oh. ditto. 


By Harris 



“The neighbors added a deck and a 
Jacuzzi to their bird house!” 


THAT SCRAMBLE) WORD OAME 
, by Henri AmoW hnd Btrt>ljeo 


Unscramble those fore Jumbles, 

one Mtar to each square, to form 

four ordnary words. 
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EXCHANGE DATES 


LONDON (R) — Flowing are tbe baying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.724000 

1134904 

1.6955/65 

1.9095/9105 

L4785/95 

34.95/99 

5.7650/7700 

1268/1269 

134.75/85 

6.1750/1800 

6.6360/10 

63480/30 

347.78/348.20 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
n mt«han « Th 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs - 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian fire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U3. dollars 


Jordan, India plan 
joint plant for 
phosphoric acid 


Ify a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — After years of dis- 
cussions, the first In do- Jordanian 
joint venture in fertilisers has 
taken definite shape in the form 
of a phosphoric add plant to be 
set up in tbe Kingdom. 

The final agreement for the 
project is expected to be signed in 
dm second week of October by 
the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC), which will 
provide the infrastructure and 
■ taw materials, and India’s South- 
ern Pefrochemicals Corporation 
(SAPCO) of Madras, which wflj 
come in with equipment and tech- 
nology. 

According to the present plans, 
the In do- Jordani an Fertiliser 
Comapny, to be set, up near 
Shidiyeh, In the south of Jordan, 
will start producing about 200,000 
tonnes of phosphoric acid every 
year by 1995, and the bulk of it is 
expected to be imported by the 
Indian government, the largest 
importer of Jordanian phosphates 
and potash. 

Shidiyeh is said to yield phos- 
phates in rich quantities at a 
production cost much lower than 
other mines in Jordan. 

Agreement in principle has 
been reached between the JPMC 
and the Indian company on capit- 
al investment and equity distribu- 
tion of the proposed project and 
the final form of the ownership of 
tbe entity is expected -to be final- 
ised during discussions in tbe first 
week of October. 

A report on die project was 
submitted to the government, 
which subsequently gave its en- 
dorsement for the project. 

Total capital investment in the 
project is expected to be $80 
million and the Indian contribu- 
tion will be mostly in the form of 
equipment and technology while 
the JPMC will provide tbe braid- 
ings and related infrastructure in 


TOKYO — Stocks ended easier. Brokers said investors took 
profits and squared positions ahead of a long weekend. The 
Nikkei was down 13937 points to 23,192.74. 

FRANKFORT — German shares ended lower after a relatively 
quiet day, despite the expiry of options on the German DTB 
futures said options exchange, dealers said. The Dax index fell 
4.63 points to dose at 1,616.07. 

PARIS — French stocks ended only a shade stronger but at a new 
1991 dosing high after a volatile session dominated by interest in 
selected stocks. The CAC-40 index added 5.13 to end at 1,885.49. 
ZURICH — Shares ended a quiet day steady to slightly firmer. 
The SPI index dosed 13 points higher at 1,092.9. 

LONDON — Shares ended firmer after a day dominated by a 
hostile BTR takeover bid for HawkerSdddey and feverish talk of 
much bigger takeover to come. The FTSE finished 11.6 up at 
2,6003. 

NEW YORK — U.S. blue chips edged off session highs at 
midday. The broad market was steady at firmer levels thanks to a 
firm bond market, brokets said. The Dow gained about eight to 
3,032. 
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Foreign companies find business 
in Kuwait slower than anticipated 


addition to ropk phosphates — 
the raw material. 

Apart from confirming that the 
project was going ahead, JPMC 
officials declined to discuss defi- 
nite details of tbe project 

The project is expected to offer 
employment to around 150 skil- 
led and non-sJriiled Jordanians. A 
limited number of Indian techni- 
cians will be present at the plant 
initially to train Jordanians. 

Discussions on the project 
started in 1988, when an Indo- 
Jordanian “round-table” confer- 
ence on industry and investments 
was held in Amman. But an 
Indian company which had en- 
tered the discussions originally 
backed out for reasons confined 
to its administrative and corpo- 
rate problems in India. 

Industry sources say that there 
is a large scope for phosphoric 
add in the mternational market, 
and Jordan .is best placed to 
house plants to manufacture the 
add in view of the edge the 
Kingdom enjoys m terms of 
freight to markets in tbe Far East, 
in addition to the abundance of 
the raw material. 

The Soviet Union was also 
interested in setting op a phos- 
phoric plant in Jordan mid discus- 
sions had reached an advanced 
stage before petering offa couple 
of years ago. But the JPMC 
remains hopeful that die idea 
could be revived, Mr. Madani 
told the Jordan Times. 

The JPMC and a consortium of 
Japanese companies are discus- 
sing a plan to set op a plant to 
manufacture compound fertilis- 
ers. Most of tbe production of the 
proposed plant — which b ex- 
pected to have a majority 
Japanese capital investment — 
will be exported to Japan. Final 
shape is expected to be given to 
this project before tbe end of the 
year. 


KUWAIT (R) — They thought 
Kuwait would be a gold mine. 
But hundreds of foreign business- 
men arc discovering that few con- 
tracts are being awarded outside 
the oil sector. 

Many spend their time in hotel 
rooms waiting for telephone calls 
that never come. 

Some are fbrtnnate. Just one 
day after Frenchman Edouard 
Sicric arrived in Kuwait, he 
signed a 8600,000 contract to sell 
computers. 

‘T-was shocked by how quickly 
I got the contract because I knew 
of the problems of other com- 
panies. I was lucky,” he said. 

For Briton Robert Pritchard it 
has been a different stoiy. 

Three months after arriving in 
the emirate to represent several 
British construction companies 
be has not signed any contracts 
and the future looks bleak. 

“We have had one or two 
enquiries relating to small con- 
tracts but that does not justify 
travelling all this way,” be said. 

He pointed out that, compared 
with U.S. firms, British com- 
panies were only “hying to grab 
the bits and pieces.” 

European diplomats and trade 
analysts said business was slow in 
Kuwait and there were no big 
contracts except m the oQ sector 
and for the supply of basic con- 
sumer goods. 


More than 20 international 
fire-fighting teams are working to 
cap 763 oil wells set ablaze by 
Iraqi soldiers while at least 167 
firms are competing for a contract 
to recover crude oil from oQ 
lakes. 

There has been tough competi- 
tion for six months between firms 
trying to win contracts to dear 
thousands of mines. 

. Tbe U.S.-based Bechtel Corp 
— providing support services in 
fire-fighting — is reported by 
U.S. officials to have gained tbe 
biggest contract so far for around 

half a billion dollars. 

Diplomats said many Western 
companies were overcharging 
and lacked knowledge of Arab 

business thinking 

They said Kuwait's govern- 
ment, which plans to borrow on 
world capital markets, bad 
slowed reconstruction spending. 

“The government is beyond 
the point of making quick and 
irrational decisions cm repairs be- 
cause, now tbe infrastructure is 
repaired, the government has 
started to look at the whole re- 
construction thing as an invest- 
ment,” said one diplomat. 

‘The business bonanza is far 
less than anybody anticipated. 
There isn’t the kind of destruc- 
tion people thought there was. 
This is a very competitive market 


and companies from all over the 
world are mobilised to invest in 
Kuwait,” be added. 

The government, toying to help 
rebuild the local private sector, is 
giving contracts to Kuwaitis 
where possible. 

Hundreds of businessmen 
crammed Kuwait's hotels im- 
mediately after the last Iraqi sol- 
dier left at the end of the Gulf 
war in February following seven 
months of occupation. 

Their dreams of making quick 
money were short-lived. Initial 
estimates of $100 billion worth of 
damage have been sealed down to 

$20 billion. 

Electricity and water supplies 
are back, roads are in service and 
tbe telephone system is working. 
All at the cost of $130 million. 

The new fimousraes and fancy 
sports cars that clog Kuwait's 
streets testify to a thriving auto- 
mobile business, while shops and 
supermarkets are bulging with 
imported consumer products. 

But an absence of cranes de- 
monstrates that the construction 
sector is dormant in a city where 
diplomats say not more than 50 
buildings were damaged in tbe 
war. 

Kuwait now has a : surplus of 
bnildings. The pre-invasion 
population of two' million has 
been cut in half. 

Tbe value of contracts granted 


is unknown but Kuwaiti analysts 
say U.S. firms have grabbed the 
lion’s share. 

Trade analysts said British 
firms have so far won more than 
£300 million ($520 million) worth 
of contracts, including one by tbe 
Royal Ordnance to dear mines. 

They said fewer than 100 U.S. 
firms out of 330 m Kuwait bad 
won contracts but even they were 
not making huge profits. 

“The Kuwaitis are still price- 
consdous. Tbe government at. the 
start favoured allied countries. 
Now it is a commerdai fight,” 
one analyst said. 

U.S. assistant secretary for 
trade development, Timothy 
McBride, said in early September 
that Kuwait’s business was re- 
gaining the strength it had before 
Iraq invaded. 

He said U.S. companies had 
cfinched about $2 billion worth of 
contracts in Kuwait and .esti- 
mated U.S. exports to the emi- 
rate this year would total between 
$1.5 billion and $2.5 billion. 

Hie diplomats and trade 
analysts advised firms — especial- 
ly wiall ones that could not afford 
to stay in Kuwait for months -i- to 
do their homework first. 

“The market now is for con- 
sumer goods to restock what has 
been lost, like food stuffs, braid- 
ing material and furnishings,” 
one said. 


France favours education, research 
in tight, cautious budget for next year 



PARIS (R) — The French 
cabinet has approved a cautious, 
tightly controlled 1992 budget 
that tilts spending towards Presi- 
dent Franrios Mitterrand’s priori- 
ties of education and research. - 

~~ Although Finance Minister 
Pierre Beregovoy expects France 
to grow faster than most other big 
industrial countries in die next 12 
months, the government derided 
not to take any chances with its 
growth and revenue forecasts, 
spokesman Jack Lang said. 

The cabinet was told experts 
were expecting 2.4 per cent 
growth but chose.Jo .be. prudent 
and budget for just 2 .2 per cent, 
Mr. Lang told reporters after a 
cabinet meeting. 

“A good surprise is better than 
bad news,” be said. 


Tbe government wants to avoid 
a repeat of its frantic search 
earlier this year for 26 bfllioo 
francs ($4.6 billion) in spending 
cuts and new income to offset a 
shortfall in taxes caused by slow 
growth. 

Growth this year is now ex- 
pected to be 1.4 per cent at most 
instead of the rate of 2.7 per cent 
initially envisaged. 

Mr. Lang quoted Mr. Beregov- 
oy as saying France was well 
placed to benefit from the antici- 
pated moderate recovery because 
success in tammg inflation b ad 
helped firms keep their costs 
dtiurii. 

The task of the budget was to 
tackle unemployment, now at a 
high 93 per cent, by making 
companies even more competi- 


tive. 

In line with a pledge by Presi- 
dent Mi tter ra nd, there will be no 
net increase in taxes. 

Government spending will rise 
3.1 per oent in 1992, only slightly 
more, than the likely 2.8 per cent 
increase in prices, and die budget 
deficit will be limited- to 89.5 
billion francs ($15.7 billion). 

The deficit was originally fore- 
cast this year to be about 80 
billion francs (S14 trillion), but 
because of slow growth- it is now 
likely to exceed 95 billion ($16.7 
bfllion), economists estimate. 

The 1992 deficit target-amounts 
to 1.26 per cent of gross domestic 
product, which Mf. .,Ljyig 3 said 
compared favourably with Ger- 
many’s public deficit of 3.1 per 
cent. 

“This cap on spending is in line 


with tbe search for cost cutting 
that the government began as 
soon as the economy started to 
weaken in the summer of 1990. It 
has one aim:' To get through' the 
current economic difficulties 
without a surge in the deficit or 
higher taxes,” a government 
statement said. 

Within this corset, the govern- 
ment will raise spending ion 
education by 5.7 per cent and on 
research by 5.9 per cent. The 
relatively small environment 
budget will jump 13.6 per cent. 

, To pay for these priorities, 
defence spending will go up-by 
qqly one per cent — not enough 
to keep up with inflation. 

Overall, the budget contained 
few surprises and financial mar- 
kets took it in their stride. 


Bad economic times spur 
crime rate in Vietnam 


HANOI (R) — Vietnam’s crime 
rate jumped by more than 40 per 
cent in the first half of 1991 as a 
faltering economy and high un- 
employment pushed people to 
robbery, extortion and prostitu- 
tion, the official Vietnam Weekly 
hire said. 

Police reported 7,083 cases of 
criminal activity between January 
and Jane, an increase of 2,061, or 
41 per cent, over the same period 
in 1990, the newspaper said. 

The crime wave killed 71 peo- 
ple, injured 369 more and dam- 
aged assets worth more than four 
billion dong ($400,000), the 
weekly said, adding that more 
than 3,000 criminals were 
arrested. 

“This situation steins from 
many social causes beyond the 
capacity of the police to deal 
with,” the newspaper said. 

More than 70 per cent of die 
criminals detained this year were 
unemployed, indicating that the 
government must first attack the 
problem of widespread jobless- 


ness before it could expect results 
in its anti-crime drive, tbe paper 
said. 

Vietnamese officials say the 
country of 67 million has about 
1.7 minion people out of work, 
but private economists say the 
figure is far higher, particularly 
among urban youth. 

Hundreds of thousands of Viet- 
namese have become unem- 
ployed over the past two years as 
Hanoi strives to restructure its 
ailing economy along more 
market-oriented lines. 

More Lay-offs are expected this 
year as companies grapple with 
the loss of traditional markets in 
the Soviet Union and eastern 
Europe, and the withdrawal of 
Soviet aid. 

The unemployment queue has 
been lengthened by tbe addition 
of 400,000-600,000 demobilised 
soldiers who are being cut from 
tbe r anks of the army. 

The Vietnam Weekly .said lack 
of jobs and poor patrolling by 
security organs had created an 
atmosphere ripe for crime. - 


Consumer spending fall 
delays British recovery 


Turkey to speed up 
privatisation drive 


LONDON (R) — A surprise fall 
in British consumer spending 
jolted hopes of an early end to 
the recession and dampened spe- 
culation of a November general 
election. 

Government figures showed 
retail sales unexpectedly fell by 
1.4 per cent in August compared 
with July, reversing a two-month 
trend that had suggested a recov- 
ery in consumer confidence. 

The government says it expects 
a recovery from the year-long 
recession to be -led by a resump- 
tion of consumer spending. But 
economists said a lack of public 
confidence was hindering that. • 

The August sales fall compared 
with market forecasts of a decline 
of just 02 per, cent. Year-on-year 
retell sales fell 03 per cent com- 
pared to market forecasts for a 
0.7 per cent rise. 

A treasury spokesman said the 
August £aD was a blip and did not 
reverse the better treud seen over 
the last few months. 

Mr. Major, wbois molting the 
best date for an election, could, 
draw some comfort from a rise of 
0.1 per cent in industrial produc- 
tion reported recently by the 
Central Statistical' Office for July 
over June. Manufacturing rose 
0.8 per cent. 

Tbe treasury said figures for 


unit wage costs and productivity 
in July were also encouraging. 

These showed wage cost, 
growth slowing to 8.8 per cent for 
the three months to July for 10.8 
per cent in the previous three 
months. Productivity rose by 0.7 
per cent in July after a 0.9 per 
cent drop in June. 

The figures followed positive 
economic indicators for the gov- 
ernment last week, including a 
fell in inflation to 4.7 per cent 
from 55 per cent. 

But economists underlined the 
cradal importance of spending as 
a sign of confidence. 

“The fall in consumer confi- 
dence had probably been the big 
feature of this recession,” sand 
Michael Hughes, an investment 
analyst with leading stockbroker. 

*Tt is going to take time for 
people to feel confident that in- 
terest rates will stay down, that 
house prices can go up again,” he 
added. 

- Tbe government betievds its 
gradual cuts in high interest rates, 
which were imposed to squeeze 
ant inflation, have created condi- 
tions for an economic revival. 

After total cuts in the last year 
of 4.5 percentage points to 10.5 
per cent, economists predict a 
further small cut in the next few 
weeks. 


ANKARA (AP) — Turkey has 
taken to accelerate the privatisa- 
tion of companies with state 
shares, an official has said. 

Mehmet Cosar, a senior official 
of tire Public Partnership Admi- 
nistration in charge of privatisa- 
tion, said there would “Mock 
sales” to sell off the shares of 
relatively minor industrial firms 
and food distribution chains. 

Bait he dismissed reports that 
the sales would be concluded by 
general elections set for Oct 20. 

He said by then Turkish and 
foreign firms would barely have 
sent in their offers. 

Unlike earlier privatisation in- 
volving the quotation of shares 
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Deluxe furnished apartment — brand new furniture — 
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in the stock exchange or direct 
sales to public through banks, he 
said this time the targeted buyers 
were private firms. 

Joint ventures or partnerships 
between Turkish and foreign 
firms would be possible, he said. 

Tbe disclosure coincided with 
an admission by Finance Minister 
Adnan Kabved Tuesday that foe 
government had failed in carrying 
out its privatisation programme. 

In interview with tire liberal 
daily MiHiyef, Mr. Kahved said 
tbe government had shown 
"cowardice** in privatising major 
state enterprises, fearing attacks 
from the opposition and foe 


Malaysia to privatise 
Bemama news agency 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Malaysia plans to privatise its 
national Bemama news agency as 
part of efforts to make it profit- 
able, Information Minister 
Mohamad Rahmat said. 

Tire Economic P lannin g Unit, 
responsible for Malaysia’s priva- 
tisation programme, is studying 
tire terms of reference for divest- 
ing the government’s stake in tire 
agency, Bemama quoted him as 
saying. 

Tbe study wifl decide whether 
the privatisation wOl cover the 
whole agency or only certain pro- 
fit-making sections, Mr. Moha- 
mad said. 

Bemama was ret op in 1968 as a 
statutory body. It is managed by a 
board of governors comprising an 
equal number of r ep re sen t ati ves 
from tire government and tire 


media. 

Parliament passed a bOJ in 1990 to 
give it sole right to receive and 
distribute foreign news. 

Mr. Mohamad said Bernama 
would be revamped, adding that 
its financial position had “not 
been very healthy until recently.” 

“The government has finally 
decided that Bernama must be 
privatised and not depend on 
government grant if It is to 
emerge not only as an effeifiit 
provider of news to the print and 
electronic media but also in- 
formation services to non-media 
clients, " he said. . 

Bernama and Telerate syst ems^ 
a wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Dow Jones Co., launched 
Wednesday a commodity and 
financial information service in 
Kuala Lumpur. 
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Russian 
parliament 
rejects 
new food 


programme 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russian 
Prime Minister Ivan Silayev, 
newly chosen to run the whole 
Soviet economy, suffered a de- 
feat Friday in his own parliament 
when lawmakers voted no confi- 
dence in his programmes to supp- 
ly food and deal with the econo- 
mic crisis. 

Deputies voted 134 to 19 with 
five abstentions to adopt a resolu- 
tion which declared “unsatisfa<> 
lory” Mr. Silayev's government's 
actions to revive agriculture and 
master the economic crisis. 

The resolution also urged Rus- 
sian Federation President Boris 
Yeltsin to review tire makeup of 
his government and dismiss offi- 
cials who had performed poorly. 

Russian deputies rejected 
wording that would have made 
the resolution a no-confidence 
vote on the government's per- 
formance as a whole. 

The votes followed a pessimis- 
tic speech Thursday by deputy 
Russian Prime Minister Oleg 
Lobov, who said oil production in 
the republic was Si per cent down 
from last year, leaving the gov- 
ernment short of hard currency 
for needed imports like grain. 

Friday's vote was a blow for 
Mr. Silayev, who said Wednesday 
he will quit as Russian prime 
minister once a new national 
council is formed to manage the 
chaotic Soviet economy. He has 
been appointed to head the new 
inter-republic economic commit- 
tee, a new governing structure 
proposed in the wake of the failed 
Aug. 18-21 coup. 


Mr. Lobov said that industrial 
production as a whole fell 3.8 per 
cent for the first eight months of 
the year from the same period in 
1990. He predicted the grain crop 
would total 95-96 million tonnes, 
which he deemed average for the 
past 10 yeara. 

U.S. officials have forecast that 
the Soviet grain harvest will be 
roughly average for the past de- 
cade, but 40 million tonnes down 
on last year’s bumper 235 million 
tonnes. Even with that crop, con- 
sumers bad to line up for base 
foods all last winter. 

A key problem is that farmers 
are unwilling to sell grain to the 
state because of low prices and 
galloping inflation. 


Mr. Silayev suggested in an 
interview this week giving incen- 
tive to private producers by offer- 
ing to store their grain in empty 
state silos and giving them 10 per 
cent extra either in seeds or cash 
if they keep it there for six 
months. 

Mr. Silayev appeared to be 
suggesting the state would try to 
get by on those supplies until it 
gets enough foreign aid or hard 
currency to purchase grain 
abroad. 

The Russian deputies were 
sharply critical of Mr. Lobov's 
speech, saying it merely de- 
scribed the situation instead of 
introducing market reforms. 

Dmitri Vasilyev, a lawmaker 
from the Samara region on the 
Volga River, proposed a vote of 
no confidence in the government 
as a whole. He criticised Mr. 
Lobov for what he termed an 
administrative approach to the 
economy. 

“If we wait several more 
months to introduce market re- 
forms, the economic situation in 
Russia will be aggravated, and 
people will follow a dictator who 
easily emerges in a situation like 
this. A dictator like Zhirinovs- 
ky," Mr. Vasilyev said. 

He was referring to Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky, a right-winger who 
garnered 6 million votes in Rus- 
sia's presidential election last 
June; finishing third. 

“The same people who de- 
fended democracy in Russia 
against the putsch will throw us 
out in winter if we have nothing 
to eat,” Mr. Vasilyev said. 

“Mr. Silayev's government 
proposed a lot of programmes but 
none of them has been realised,” 
said Deputy Leonid Gurevich, a 
member of the Russian Parlia- 
ment's Commission for Interna- 
tional Affairs and Economic Re- • 
lations. 

“Mr. Silayev should finish at 
least one of his numerous prog-- 
ranunes before retiring,” Mr. 
Gurevich added. 


SL Petersburg mayor 
warns of food shortages 


. The mayor of St. Petersburg 
warned Prime Minister JohteMa- 
jor and Foreign Secretary Doug- 
las Hurd Thursday that desperate 
food shortages threaten his city. 

Anatoly Sobchak, who took a 
defiant stand against last month's 
abortive coup against Soviet Pres- 
ident Mikhail Gorbachev, had 
the conversations daring a private 
visit to London amid mounting 
concern over food distribution. 


Croatia accuses Yugoslav 


army of three- pronged attack 


ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (R) — 
Croatia said the Yugoslav army 
launched a three-pronged attack 
in the east of the republic Friday 
after a long cloumn of tanks, 
soldiers and heavy artillery 
'moved up to the border. 

In an assault which flung rein- 
forcements into the battle for 
( control of eastern Croatia, Croa- 
tian television said the army 
attacked the villages of Tovaruik, 
Nijemri and Lipovac just inside 
the border with the Republic of 
Serbia. 

“It looks like they’re going to 
try and tirde round and bite off 
Osijek and Vukovar,” a Croatian 
Information Ministry official said 
of the reports, which could not 
immediately be confirmed. 

The official was referring to 
two Croatian-held towns which 
have been under almost constant 
fire for weeks in fighting between 
Croatian forces, Serbs who 
oppose Croatian independence 
moves and the Serbian-led feder- 
al army. 

The Croatian official said one 
of the three assaults had been 
halted by Croatian forces at Ni- 
jemri. He gave no otfier details. 

The army sent mote than 700 
vehicles thundering out of Bel- 
grade along the main Yugoslav 
motorway towards Croatia 
Thursday afternoon. The column 
had stopped at Sid. dose to the 
three villages but on the Serbian 
side of the border. 

Croatian Radio also reported 
heavy fighting in the towns of 
Vukovar and Osijek m northeast- 
ern Croatia and mortar fire near 


. Gospic in the south, one day after 
European Community (EC) 
efforts to end almost three 
months of fighting broke down. 

Amid growing international 
concern about the fighting, which 
has lolled about 500 people since 
June, Canada called for an urgent 
session of the United Nations 
Security Council to discuss die 
situation. France and Germany 
supported the call. 

“France wants the security 
council to consider certain rather 
delicate legal problems that could 
arise,” French President Francois 
Mitterrand said at the end of a 
three-day visit to Germany. 

“The U.N. can and should 
intervene with its authority,” he 
told reporters. 

Radio Sarajevo in. the Republic 
of Bosnia-Herzegovina said a col- 
umn of army troops had started 
moving from Banja Luka in the 
north of that republic towards 
southern Croatia, but the report 
could not be c onfi rmed. 

Air raid sirens wailed in the 
Croatian capital Zagreb but there 
was no attack. The sirens also 
sounded in the Adriatic ports of 
Sibenik and Zadar and shooting 
broke out in the central towns of 
petrinja and Okucani, Croatian 
Radio said. 

The main federal newspaper 
Borba said Prime Minister Ante 
Markovic had asked Defence 
Minister General Veljko 
Kadijevic and a deputy to quit. 
They refused and diplomats said 
the government was in disarray 
and the army was out of control. 

“This is the end of normal civil 


government,” a Western diplo- 
mat said. 

The federal army is deployed 
to keep the waning sides apart in 
Croatia but the Croatian author- 
ities accuse it of backing the 
Serbs. 

Calling for international help, 
Croatian Foreign Minister Zvoni- 
irar Separovic said in a television 
interview after peace talks in the 
Hague Thursday: “This time it's 
an open, attack. It’s full aggres- 
sion against Croatia.” 

Croatia has already ' sought 
U.N. help in ending the crisis but 
its rival Serbia opposes outside 
intervention and the EC Thurs- 
day ruled out sending an armed 
peacekeeping force. 

The deorion by the EC minis- 
ters in the Hague nos to s^,.d 
troops to Croatia was a bitter 
'blow to the outnumbered and 
outgunned Goats who are de- 
pending on the West to save 
them. 

The Western European Union 
(WEU), under whose auspices 
the force would be seat, said 
Friday that Europe could still 
send several thousand troops to 
back EC monitors already sent to 
watch over the conflict. 

“Whatever we are sending is 
not a force which will engage in 
military action. It is to make a 
ceasefire stick,” WEU Secretary- 
General Willem Van Eekelen 
told the British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC). 

He said between 4,000 and 
5,000 troops — drawn from EC 
member countries — could be 
sent to Yugoslavia. 


In a further sign of foe army 
acting independently of federal 
civilian leaden, Borba said Mr. 
Markovic had accused Gen. 
Kadijevic of travelling to Moscow 
last March to discuss tactics sritfa 
the Soviet army and to get 
weapons. 

“The responsibility of the 
Federal Defence Ministry for ev- 
erything that is happening in the 
country is both dear and big,” 
Mr. Markovic was quoted as 
saying. 

But Gen. Kadijevic refused to 
quit and Borba made dear that 
other cabinet members opposed 
Mr. Markovic. 

At least 16 .people were re-' 
ported lolled in clashes Thursday} 

French jonfbalist Pierre Blan- 
diet, 47, of the French magazine 
Nouvel Observateur was killed 
and a Swiss colleague, Patrick 
Riganti, was injured Thursday' 
when they stepped on a mine 
near Petrinja, hospital officials 
said. At least seven foreign jour- 
nalists have been killed in the 
Yugoslav fighting. 

Riganti ’s employers. Radio 
Suisse Romande, said in a state- 
ment released In Switzerland that 
his condition was no longer a 
cause for concern. 

But it said another member of 
the team that visited Petrinja, 
Swiss reporter Damien Ruedin, 
was missing. 

“Radio Suisse Romande is 
doing everything it can to find 
Damien Ruedin. Swiss author- 
ities and colleagues on the spot 
are giving it their active support,” 
it said. 


Aquino 
to hold 
talks with 
senators 
on bases 


MANILA (R) — President Cora- 
zon Aquino, trying to break a 
political deadlock over U.S. 
military bases in the Philippines, 
said Friday she would meet pro- 
and anti-bases senators to discuss 
solution. 

Senators foiled Friday to ham- 
mer out a compro m ise on the 
U.S. military presence in the 
country amid mounting pressure on 
Mrs. Aquino to accept a Senate 
decision to evict American 


troops. 

Fifteen of the chamber's 23 


senators met to seek a comprom- 
ise following warnings the Philip- 
pines was drifting into a constitu- 
tional crisis over Mr. Aquino's 
insistence on a referendum to 
overturn the Senate's landmark 
vote. 

But pro-and anti-U.S. military 
bases senators remained far 
apart, with one group suggesting 
a seven-year withdrawal period 
for the 8,000 American service- 
men and others wanting them out 
after a year. 

“We’ve all agreed on a process 
of orderly expeditious withdraw- 
al, but the details will be left to 
future discussions," said Senate 
President Jovito Salonga. 

Asked by reporters what order- 
ly withdrawal meant, be said:* 
“We have not defined those 
terms yet. We have not yet 
agreed on a timetable.” 

Mrs. Aquino said she would 
meet both camps shortly. 

“I wish to assure our people 
that I will continue to work for 
their best interests and that in- 
cludes a 'working relationship 
with both pro-bases and anti- 
bases senators,” she said in a 
statement. 

She said .she had asked her 
legal advisers to study further the 
referendum proposal. 

Mrs. Aquino Thursday seemed 
to back away from a referendum 
amid threats to impeach her for 
violating the constitution and a 
cabinet revolt. 

Sen. Salonga told reporters be 
believed one cabinet in 'mber was 
ready to resign but Mis. Aquino’s 
spokesman Tomas Gomez said 
the president had not received a 
letter to this effect so for. 

The Senate voted Monday to 
reject a new treaty that would 
have, allowed U.S. operation of 
Subic Bay Naval Base for 10 
more years in exchange for 2.2 
billion. 

Mrs. Aquino’s spokesmen Fri- 
day denied that she was softening 
her campaign for the referendum 
but said she wanted clear support 
from the people. 

“Certainly if the idea of an. 
initiative does not have support 
of the people, it will be aban- 
doned," the 58-year-okl presi- 
dent said Thursday. 

Political sources said the gov- 
ernment was considering reim- 
posing a notice to Washington 
that would give U.S. forces one 
year to witdraw from Subic. 


Battle on Kashmir ceasefire line kills 12 


NEW DELHI (R) — At least 12 
soldiers were lulled Thursday 
when dozens of Pakistani troops 
attacked an Indian border post on 
the volatile ceasefire line that 
divides Kashmir, the Press Trust 
of India news agency said. 

PTI quoted an official spokes- 
man in New Delhi as saying more 
than 100 Pakistani soldiers unsuc- 
cessfully tried to capture a border 
post in the Kheran sector of 
India’s only Muslim-majority 


stale, Jammu and Kashmir. 

Six bodies of Pakistani soldiers 
were seen in the vicinity of die 
post, and others may be lying in 
mine fields nearby, the spokes- 
man said. 

Six Indian soldiers were also 
killed in the battle, be said. 

Pakistan Wednesday accused 
India of a massacre in Kashmir 
and demanded withdrawal of In- 
dian forces fi ghting a Muslim 
rebellion in the disputed Hima- 


layan state. 

A Foreign Ministry spokes- 
’ man, quoted by die Pakistani 
News Agency (AFP), said troops 
raided twoviHages in the Bandi- 
pur area and lolled at least 10 
civilians in “cold-blooded and in- 
discriminate” firing. 

Police in Srinagar said earlier 
this week that the 10 died in the 
villages Of Kunsa and Wannagam 
during a bouse-to-bouse search 
for anned militants. 


Slovak nationalists call for sovereignty 


BRATISLAVA, Czechoslovakia 
(AP) — Some 15,000 Slovaks 
gathered in this Slovak capital to 
demand proclamation of Slovak 
‘sovereignty, and some of them 
damonred for an independent 
Slovakia. 

At the same time, some 3,000 
people gathered at a nearby 
square demonstrated for preserv- 
ing a common .federal state of 
Czechs and Slovaks. 


With the exc e p tion of what is 
left of the public against violence, 
the Slovak party that emerged in 
the peaceful anti-Communist re- 
volution in 1989, all major ibices 
seek s ome kind of Slovak inde- 
pendence or sovereignty. 

The nationalist rally was called 
by the Slovak National Party. But 
the main proponent was former 
Slovak Premier Vladimir Meriar 
and his movement for a democra- 


tic Slovakia «***w»g a sep ar a te 
Slovak state. 


The larger rally’s motto was 
“an appeal to the Slovak parlia- 
ment to stop hesitation and use 
this historic opportunity to de- 
clare sovereignty in a legal and 
cultured way ...” referring to a 
forthcoming p»rH»m«ira>y ses- 
sion that will der’ Wth the con- 
troversial topic. 


China’s president appears 


in public after illness 


PEKING (R) — China’s 84-year- 
old President Yang Shanghai, 
out of public sight since Wednes- 
day because of illness, attended a 
meeting Friday to bid farewell to 
a foreign guest. 

Witnesses said Mr. Yang 
walked maided into a room at 
the Diaoyutai state guest house to 
meet Botswana President Quett 
Maare, whose welcoming cere- 
mony he missed Wednesday. 

Chinese reporters who 
attended the meeting said Mr. 
Yang, wearing a three-piece suit, 
laughed and smiled and shook 
hands all around. 

“He looked just the same as' 
always,” one re po rt e r said. 

The official New China News 
Agency mad e no mention of Mr. 
Yang’s health when it reported 
his meeting with Mr. Masre. 

It quoted him as extending 
congratulations on the visit, 
which be said “has written a new 
chapter” for friendly relations. 

. Chinese sources said Mr. Yang 
had been admitted to hospital 
suffering bran a high fever and 
exhaustion. 

* The Foreign Ministry said be 
had caught a cold and advised 
reporters not to make a fuss over 
his health. 

Mr. Yang, one of the most 
powerful of China's ageing lead- 
ers because of his dose links with 
the army, was in hospital for 
several weeks last year with 
appendicitis. 

In April he disappeared from 
public view for three days, ill with 
what was officially described as a 
cold. Toe Foreign Ministry at that 
time declined to confirm reports 
he had been hospitalised. 

Meanwhile, Britain's ambassa- 
dor has raised concerns with the 
Chinese Foreign Ministry about 
harassment of foreign journalists 
and has taken up the issue of the 
recent expulsion of a repor te r, an 
embassy spokesman said, Friday. 

Ambassador Robin McLaren 
met the ministry's Information 
Department Director Wu Jian- 
min for 50 minutes Thursday and 
expressed concern about the b- 


mrted time Andrew Higgins, the 
former Peking correspondent for 
die British newspaper The Inde- 
pendent, was given to leave Chi- 
na. 

The spokesman said Mr. 
McLaren did not lodge a formal 
protest but noted that Mr. Hig- 
gins was told on Sept. 13 be haul 
to leave China by the 15 th. 

Chinese officials have said Mr. 
Higgins' newspaper had agreed to 
withdraw him immediately after a 
visit to China by British Prime 
Minister John Major ended on 
Sept. 4. They accused the paper 
of breaking its promise. 

In June Mr. Higgins was found 
c ar ryi n g dasrifiedChinese Com- 
muidsty Party documents about 
ar rests in Inner Mongolia as be 
was about to board an aircraft for 
Peking from the eastern city of 
Yantai. 

The ambassador also expressed 
concern to Mr. Wu about the 
harassment of foreign reporte r s 
by the authorities, the embassy 
spokesman said. 

Mr. McLaren’s message to Mr. 
Wu was: “If (the Chinese) tre- • 
ated journalists better, they 
□tight have fewer problems with 
journalists in return,” the spokes- 
man said. 

Foreign reporters in Peking are 
often followed- by police, their 
telephones are routinely bogged, 
their mail opened and contacts 
with ordinary Chinese mom-: 
tored. 

Chinese who speak to foreign 
journalists risk police questioning 
and even detention. 

The meeting was the first offi- 
cial contact between the British 
embassy and the Chinese govern- 
ment about Mr. Higgins’ expul- 
sion, tiie spokesman said. 

China accused foreign journal- 
ists Thursday of frying to sway 
world opinion against Peking and 
warned it will not tolerate and 
action “that defies China's 
sovereignty and laws.” 

The warning was reported by 
the New China News Agency and 
read on the national television 
news and radio. 


Akihito: 
Asian 
tour is 
a ‘peace 1 
mission 


TOKYO (R) — Emperor Akihi- 
to, who next week will become 
tiie first Japanese monarch to 
tour South East Asia, said Friday 
' he hoped to promote an image of 
his country as peace-loving in a 
region chat remembers Japan’s 
military invasions. 

The unassuming Emperor Aki- 
hito, in a rare news conference, 
said he hoped also to visit China 
and South Korea, where Japan’s 
World War II occupation is still 
most Utterly resented. 


“After die war; looking bade 
upon tiie past, Japan has been 
determined to live as a peaceful 
nation,” Emperor Akihito said in 
reply to a question about die 
significance of his visit to Sooth 
East Asia, where tiie memory of 
Japanese military atrocities re- 
mains vivid. 


“I should be happy if the pre- 
sent attitude of a Japan aspiring 
for peace ... would be understood 
and relations of mutual trust 
deepened.” he said in a typically 
vague response. 

Emperor Akihito, accompa- 
nied fry Empress Mjdriko.begms 
a historic 11 -day tour of Thai- 
land, Malaysia and Indonesia 
□ext Thursday. I will be his first 
trip abroad since succeeding his 
father, tiie late Emperor Hirohi- 
to, and tiie first to the region by a 
Japanese emperor. 


Emeror Hbohito, known after 
death as Emperor Shows, died in 
January 1989 without visiting 
Asia — primarily because of the 
problems his visit would provoke.- 
Emperor Hirohito, worshipped 
as a god-king up to 1945, symbol- 
ised militarism in the Asian coun- 
tries occupied by the Japanese 
army until 1945. 



Byelorussia changes name 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Byelorussia changed its name to the 
Republic of Bydarns and adopted a new flag, anthem and coat of 
arms to reflect its e thnic identity. News reports from the republic 
of 10 million, on Russia’s western border, said tiie paifiament 
voted to drop the formal title, Byelorussian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, in favour of Byelarns — tiie region’s name in tiie 
Byelorussian language. Parliament abb replaced the hammer- 
and-sidde banner of Soviet Byelorussia with a pre*Communist 
flag of red and white horizontal stripes, 'until recently tire symbol 
erf the opposition Popular Front. The new name and symbols were 
adopted three weeks after parliament declared its independence, 
a largely defensive move following the failed Kremlin coup. 


Bush to meet Ukrainian leader 


LOS ANGELES (R) — President George Bnsb win hold talks 
with Ukrainian leader Leonid Kravchuk at the White House next 
Wednesday, the White House said Thursday. It said Mr. 
Kravchuk, whose agriculture-rich republic has declared independ- 
ence from Mafecow, will be in the United States bn a private visit. 
He and Mr. Bush last met on Aug. 1 when, the pr e si dent visited 
the Ukrainian capital of Kiev on his way home from the Moscow 
summit with Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev. The future 
meeting was announced in Los Angeles where Mr. Bush is on a 
political speechmaking trip. In a speech to the Ukrainian 
parliament last month, when nationalist sentiment was on the 
rise, Mr. Bush said the United States wanted to strengthen its 
relations with individual Soviet republics. But he warned strongly 
against the fragmentation of the Soviet Union, saying it would be 
“suicidal” for the constituent republics to go their separate ways. 


Imelda Marcos may return In October 


NEW YORK (R) — Former Philippine first lady Imelda Marcos 
is thinking of going back to her country by early October with or 
without the body of her husband, her spokesman has said. Mrs. 
.Marcos, who fores trial in Manila on theft and tax fraud charges, 
will mase a stopover in Honolulu to attend a memorial mass on 
the second anniversary of the death of her husband, Ferdinand, 
who died in exile in Hawaii on Sept. 28, 1989, the spokesman 
said. The remains of tiie ousted president are being kept in a 
glass-enclosed, above-ground re frigerated crypt in Hawaii. Sbe 
has repeatedly stated that it was her husband’s dying wish to be 
buried in his homeland. ‘Tf I am not able to fulfil this, I wiD never 
be at peace,” she said. 


CIA officials back Gates 


WASHINGTON (R) — Present and former U.S. intelligence 
officials backed Robert Gates’ testimony that he-knew little about 
the Iran-contra removing one of the last obstacles to his 

Senate confirmation as CIA director. “I have no information that 
Bob Gates knew,” a key former official told the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence at Mr. Gates' Senate c onfirmat ion 
bearing Thursday. The ex-official, Alan Hers, pleaded guilty in 
federal court on July 10 to misleading Congress on foe 1986 
Iran-contra affair and said he told several high Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) officials about it. The enteral question to him 
was whether any of them told Mr. Gates who was deputy CXA 
director then, contrary to bis sworn testimony that he knew little 
about the scandal. Mr. Hera, fo rm e r chief of the CIA’s Central 
American Task Force, answered: “I have no reason to take 
exception to his characterisation of his knowledge.” Mr. Gates 
said he did not learn of the illegal diversion of Iran arms sales 
profits to Nicaraguan contra rebels until Oct. 1, 1986, when a CIA 
analyst, Charles Allen, came to him with that suspicion. 


Argentina pulls out of NAM 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — President Carlos Menem announced on 
Thursday that Argentina was quitting the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment (NAM), arguing that the Third World group disregarded 
human rights and political pluralism. “(The Non-Aligned Move- 
ment) has no reason to exist because it has not adapted to the 
world’s new circa instances." the president said in a news 
conference. Argentina bad joined the group in 1973, daring the 
last presidential term of Joan Peron, the late founder of Mn 
Menem’s Peronist Party. A populist army general, Mr. Peron 
long upheld a political stance independent from tiie blocs led by 
Washington and Moscow — tiie principle that led India’s Nehru, 
Egypt's Nasser and Yugoslavia’s Tito to found tiie Non-Aligned 
Movement in 196L Mr. Menem said that a non-aligned confer- 
ence held in Accra earlier this month had dismissed Argentina’s 
preoccupation about human rights abuses in Third World 
countries “under tiie pretext of defending the right to self- 
determination. Argentina cannot belong to a movement that does 
not respect human rights, freedom of press and political plural- 
ism,” he said. 


U.S. blacks urge rejection of Thomas 


WASHINGTON (R) — Blade members of the U.S. Congress, 
the bead of the country’s largest labour union and pro-dunce 
women’s groups said Thursday they feared Supreme Court 
nominee Clarence Thomas would vote to rofl bade hard-won 
rights for minorities and women. They were among 12 panels of 
outside witnesses who testified Thursday, both for and against the 
confirmation of the conservative Mack federal judge, before the 
Senate judiciary committee hearing. Despite the harsh criticisms 
from these and other liberal groups, Republicans said they see 
growing Democratic support in the Senate for his nomination. 
The vote of tiie eight Democrats and six Republicans on the panel 
is expected to be dose, but several Democrats said Judge Thomas 
did not make any major mistakes in his five days of testimony that 
would cause him to be rejected. The committee makes a 
recommendation and then the full Senate votes. 


Storm kills 7 in Japan 


TOKYO (AP) — Tropical storm Luke pummelled much of Japan 
with torrential rains Thursday, triggering landslides and floods 
that fcflled at least seven people and left four others misting. The 
downpour flooded more than 20,000 homes and played havoc 
with Torkyo’s transportation. In Saitama Prefecture (state), just 
north of Tokyo, police said they ordered the evacuation of 
thousands of people in districts threatened by flooding. Mom than 
400 self-defence forces troops were sent at the Saitama governor’s 
request to rescue people trapped by landslides and floods, they 
added. The Central Meteorological Agency issued heavy rain and 
flood warnings for tiie Tokyo region and northern Japan 
Thursday as the storm whipped central Japan with winds of up to 
108 kilometres an hour. By 8 pjn. (1100GMT), the storm had 
.killed seven people and injured 16, a national police agency 
official said. Four others were missing. 


Secret Swiss force trained by British 


BERNE (R) — British secret agents trained members of a 
shadowy Swiss resistance army in how to counter a Soviet-led 
invasion, a parliamentary report said. The hundreds-strong P-26 
i network, set up in 1967 but disbanded last year as a relic of cold 
war antagonisms, was kept secret from generations of Swiss 
cabinet ministers. Hie report, released Thursday', said only 
Britain knew about the existence of P-26, who headed H, its 
codenames and the location of facilities which included sophisti- 
cated arms and underground training bunkers. The British even 
helped the Swiss plan a headquarters in exile for tiie Swiss 
government — wihtout its knowledge. The report condemned 
Swiss ignorance of the operation, which could have co m promised 
Swiss neutrality. “The defence ministers should at least have been 
roughly informed of relations with the British secret services, 
which would have allowed them to assess the matter from a 
poetical point of view,” the report said. 



Town plans to 
barbecue rhino 
to boost tourism: 


JOHANNESBURG. (AT) 4- 
. Officials in a small South African 
town plan to barbeoie a rhi- 
noceros for a local festnal. de* 
signed -to attract tourists.' En- 
vironmental groups and some 
dtizens protested die plan. Oiga* 
msecs said the rhino woold .be 
shot on a game form which has 
too many of the animals. They 
said the two-ton bnH rhino would 
take about 60 boms to cook and 
would be served on OcL 10. “We 
have printed thousands of tick- 
ets,” organiser Herman Erasmus 
said of the festival in Christiana, 
about 320 kilometres southwest 
of Johannesburg. However, the 
Wildlife Society of Southern Afri- 
ca condemned the planned barber 
nw as an insensitive publicity 
stunt. Some callers to a radio talk 
show expressed disgust at the 
planned barbecue, sayings it was 
unnecessary to eat a rhinoceros. 
Others called the protesters 
hypocrites and “bumry-hnggjng 
liberals.” Mr. Erasmus said the 
barbecue was- justified because 
there were too many rhinos. 
“Their numbers most be re- 
duced,” he said. 


San Sebastian Film 
Festival opens 


SAN SEBASTIAN, Spain (AP) 
— The 39th annual San Sebastian 
International Film Festival 
opened with Jane Seymour, Alan 
Bates, Qi nwfi w Cardinale, Hans . 
Kinski and Malcolm McDowell as 
guests at the inaugural ceremony. 
The nine-day festival in tins Bas- 
que resort dty will ‘feature 19 
films from 14 countries vying for 
the Concha de Oro. F ilms en- 
tered in the official category but 
not in the naming for prizes . 
indude the U.S. fib" Boyz ’N 
The Hood, Istvan Szabo’s Meet- 
ing Venus, which recently pre- 
miered at tiie Venice Film Festiv- 
al; and tins year’s winner of tiie 
Palme d’Or at .Cannes Barton 
.Fink, by Joel and Ethan Coen 
toothers, who are expected at tiie 
festival. Films competing for 
prizes indude those by Swiss 
director Dany Levi, Canarfiah 
Brace McDonald, Pole Wojciedt 
Marezewski and Soviet director 
Sergei Snezbkin. In addition to 
the official section, -tiie festival 
will offer a “free rone” for ex- 
perimental films by lesser-known 
directors, a documentary section, 
a special homage to Richard 
Attenborough, and homages to 
Russian “perestroika” cinema 
and to Basque-bora SL IgnatiusT 
of Loyola on the -500 anniversary 
of his birth. 


BBC to launch 
24-hour TV news 
service for Asia 


Algae return 
to plague Rome’s 
Trevl. Fountain 
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LONDON. (R) — The British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
said Tuesday it would begin a 
24-hour television news service to 
Asia in November. The round- 
the-clock Asian News and In- 
formation channel, part of the 
BBCs ‘*World Service Tele vi- 
rion,” will be beamed via a sate£ : 
life operated by the Hutcbvirion 
Company of Hong Kong to 38 
nations with a potential audience 
of 2.7 billion people. “Its such a 
large chunk of the world, there is 
deariy demand for tins sort of 
service,” BBC spkesman Robert 
■Wilson said. The Asia Service 
adds . to Europe-wide satellite 
broadcasts lanncbed by the BBC 
in April. “Africa might be next, 
then South America, North 
America and Australasia,” Mr- 
Wilson said. Funded by viewers’ 
subscriptio ns , tiie Asia Channel 
begins 24-bour news . -broadcasts 
on Nov.. 15 after operating a 
two-hour introductory service^ in 
October. The deal with Hutch vi- 
rion allows BBC World Service 
radio to be broadcast via the 
same satellite. 
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ROME (R) — Only two months 
after a high-tech facelift costing 
S2.4 million, Rome’s Trevi Foun- 
tain is again under assault from 
tenacious algae. Workmen with 
brooms anrf bleach haye begun 
cleaning large green • patches 
which have -reappeared on the 
huge baroque fountain immortal- 
ised by Ania Ek berg’s midnight 
splash in Federico Fellhn r s 1958 
film ta price Vila. CSty officials 
said a temporary system to. chol- 
rinate the water cascading 
through sculptures of seahorses 
and tritons wonld be installed in a 
few days. A permanent water 
treatment system was expected to 
■follow within months. Nicola Sai- 
* vfx 1760 fountain received' a gala 
remangtiration on July 16 after an 
18-month lietsoration. ' 
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